NNN 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H - 201 


International Court of Justice 





9 


4 


OFFICIAL TRaNSCRIPT OF THE . INTERNATIONAL MILIT. 
TRIBUNAL IN THE MATTER THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, THE FRENCH XEFUBLIC, THE UNITED KINGDOM 
OF GREAT gute al aN 1 VTHZRN IRELAND, SNO THE 
UNION OP s EFUPLICS AGAINST 


HERA - dpt ih SITTING 
NB: aR ipe ON FRIDAY 9 4UGUST, 196 
1000-1700, LORD JUSTICE LAWRENCE FRESIDING. 


THE 


FRESIUVENT: I think I said -- at any rate, I will say it apain -- 


that the Tribunal will sit in open sessicn tomorrow until one o'clock, 


WOLFRAM SIEVERS --Resumed 
COSS EXAMINATIONe- Continued 


BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 


We 2 12 
Qe itness, yesterday I was takin; you throush extracts of y:tr diary for 
l9hh., Have you a copy of those extracts in your pc ment? 
I an referring to the document 35hó-FS, which is GB551. 


4x. EL.YN JONES: I want to make it Clear, My L rd, that the extracts 
arc in this exhibit 3546-PS are only sporacic extracts taken from 
relatins tc the medical cxpcriments, 


re are numerous other entries 


lary refcrrin: to other aspects cf the activity of the "Ahnenerbe" 


of February. Now, will you lock 
february ? You will see 


there is an entry relatin: 


Jr. rloetner and Professor Schillings What work was Ore rloetner on at that 


? 


I cannot hear the German translation I am 


Now I can heare 


THE PRESIDENT: Have you heare the 


active together with Dr. Schillinc,. This 


the report from Himuler dated the 23rd of January , according 
the reports of Schillin:'s 


I] 


Ł 


actually were not passed along, for Schillin refused any collabora 


Dr. May, 


253l 
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9 Àuzuste-M-MB-1-2 Williams 


IINE 


Re ELWYN JONES: 

Now turn to the entry for the 25 th of February, 
THe LFXESILENT? Is it a separate dbeument, or is it in thé book ? 

Mt. BHEYN JONES: It is in the document book, My Lord, Exhibit 3546 

Se 
BY un, ELWYN JONES: 

Qe On the 25th of February you make an entry regarding the order of the 
RFSS about bis work in Dachau in cooperation with Or, zaascher, 


"The 22nd of March, 1830 to 2100 hours, SS Hauptsturmfuchrer Dr. Rasc! 


preparation of the freezing experiments for the winter half-year 19h to 


were at Dachau with Rascher on that cate, were vou not 
.Here we are concerned with th-se experiments which, a 
testified tc before the Commission, I wantec to have carried throu:h becaus 
conditions enc unterec in the East. These conditi ns, howev 
ca:riec through at iiachaue This fact was reported to Himmler, 
that they were tc be carriec thr.uch durinz the following 
winter half-year,  H wovcr, thoy were never carrie: throuch, fcr at that 
time Rascher hac been arrestec, in April. 
Ge For whom were you carrying thr uch these experiments ? Was it for th 
army ? 
Ae These experiments were to be carried thrcouvh with the Reichsartgz SS 
GrawitzZe 
He was the SS Chicf Surríeon, was he not == Grawitz ? 
Yes. 
and his experiments were fir the benefit cf the Waffen SS, were they ? 
A. Graw tz personally refused the errying throigh of these experiments 
by current nejotiations, 2 e not carriec thrcu:;h in the win 
1935, as Himmler ha’ wished: but: Grawitz hac wantel, if these experime 
were to be carried through, Rascher was tc zo to the front and work in the 


hospitals in the front directly. 
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Qe You have not answered my question, witness, For whom were these ex- 
periments being carried out ? Was is for the Waffen SS ? 

Ae lhe order for the executi of these experiments was not on hand, 
The collabcration existe between the SS and the Wehrmacht, but I do not 
know the particulars. 

Qe If ycu look at the next entry, lhth cf April, Station Raschers; situa- 
tion of work 3 Further works;  or'erg fcr provisional carrying ons Haupt- 
sturmfuehrer Floetner introducede 

Now, that was the time when Rascher was arrested, was 
es, after Rascher had been arrested. 
Anc Hauptsturmfuehrer Ploetner succeeded Rascher, did ! 


Yese 


rm 
The experiments were continued at Dachau and elsewhere ? The removal 


Rascher made no difference ? 





H0201 -0005 


ie c i on n thoso carriod out by 
Rascher, 
You had attended some of the Rascher experiments, had you not? 
I was at Dachau several times, yos. 
ånd you werc thoro with Himmler on several occasions when 
was carrying out his oxperiments, wore you not? 
No, never did I go with Firnlor together with Rascher at Dachau. 
she .ocument 2428-PS, which will be GBe5é2, 
which is an affidavit of Dr. Pacholegg of whom you spoke yestorday, 
ELWYN JONES: Your Lordshi; will fi id it at Page 25 of the Engl 
document book, Pare 32 of the German document book. 
BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 


You will see this question and answer put to Pacholege 


of the experiments on prostitutes to restore the warmth 
"Question: How was present at such an experiment? 
"Answers einr: Himnlc na] staff generally witnessed these 
new oxporimont Standarten- 
Sievers was always prcsont with Himmlcr. 
That is not truce 
Thesa experiments wore hideous expériments, wcron'! 
You mentioned these exvorim and I he ilroady told you that I 
wasn't present at those oxporimonts, tha when Himnle as thcro., 
% Were you ever prosent when Himmler was not the 
A. I saw two experiments, one as I have already mentioned yesterday, 
an experiment which I saw in part whon Dr. Rascher was present, and ancther 
experiment in the low pressure chamber. 
I want you to turn to Pe 0 of the Germen document book, Pree 22 of 
: 


glish document book, so that your memory may be refreshed as to what 


of suffering these victims had to suffer under these Soecallod low 


pressuro experiments, 


MR. ELWYN JONES: It is in tho last answer on Pare 22 of tho Enrlish 
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document book, 
BY MR. ELWYN JON 
Qe Pacholege states: "Thore I have personally seen, throuch the 
observation window of a chambor, when a prisoner inside would stand ina 
vacuum until his lungs rupturede Sona experiments gave men such pressure in 
their heads that they would go mad and Pull out their hair in 
relicve the pressuro, They would terr their heads and faces 
to maim themselves im thoir madness. 
would beat tho walls with their hands end head and scream in an cffort 
relicve pressure on thcir cardrums. These cases of extremes of vacuums 
generally ended in the death of th subject. An extreme exporiments was so 
certain to result in death that in many instances the chambor was usec for 
routine execution purposes rather than experiment. I have known Rascher 
experiments to subject a prisoner to vacuum conditions or extrome pressure 
onditions or combinations of both f r as long as thirty minutes, The experi- 
ments were generally classified inte two groups, one know as the living 
experiment and the other simply as the "x" ex»eriment, which was a way 
saying execution experimont.* 
Those were the sort of experiments that were being carried on by 
for tho Luftwaffe, weren't they? 
Herc we are concernod with the low pressure experiments, and 
of carrying thom throurh now fe he first time through the 
The experiment whi 
Just answer tho question. 
carricd out for tho Luftwaffe š 
Yes. 
What was the participation of Goering in these experiments? 
iie That is unknown to me, for the experiments at Dachau started in the 
year, 1941 and I only learned of then after they had already begun. Tho 


connections with the Luftwaffo wore carried on throurh tho sanitation inspection 


offices and whether Standartenfuchrer Goering was informed about these matters, 
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I can not tell you, 
Q. Through whom was the connection with the Navy maintained in connectior 
these scientific exper iment 
Å., That I don't know, 
Qe And the Army? 
Thet I don't know oither, 
You see, you wore the Director of this instituto for scientific 


research for war purposose You must have had liaison with cach of tho arms 


The connections betwoon the Luftwaffe matters were carri 
Obergruppenfuchrer Wolff to Goncral iilch, 
The Luftwaffe surgeon working on these Rascher oxporimonts was 
Neltz, wasn't he? W-c-let-z, Obcrfoldarzt of thc Luftwaffo? That i: So, 
isn't it? 
That may bee Soveral gentlomen were mentioned whom I do not know. 
Lettors were written also on the orcer of Rascher. They went thr ugh 
official channels ana they werc addressed to officials. But without data I 
con not tell yous I deposed these m ers last year alroady, 
haere convey anything to you? Ho signed the 
report on the 
Yes. 
Qe Ho was Professor of Physiology of the Medical School at the University 
"lol, wasn't he? 
Before tho Commission I mentioned that Professor Holzlochner 
worked, together with Dr. Rascher, at the experiments in Dachau, 
". Was he tho representative of the Navy in those oxporimonts? 


^. He was an Air Force doctor, 





IIA 


9 Augusta 2-1.—- Q0 -Prico, H0201 —00 
Do you remember the experiments that were carried out for 
making sea water drinkable? 
A. Yes, I heard of them, 
They took place -—- they started in May of 1044, didn't they? 
tes, that may bo, 


n 


And you remember that you attended a conference on the 20th of 


. 1 *- . . S 1 » 1 cut 
May 1944, in tho Air Ministry, to which members of the Navy and Luft- 


waffe were invited; you remember that occasion? 
do not remember any conference in the Air winistry. 
Doyou remember a conference anywhere else where you had a 


[2] 
A 
* 


discussion on these experiments to make soa water drinkable 


oa 


A. Yes. Here we are concerned with Dr. Grawtiz, Reichsartz Ss, 


and in this connection, I must explain that aftor the arrest of Rasch cr, 
his successor, Dr. Ploetner, rcfusod tocarry through c periments 
human beings, Only after the arrest 
to just how cruclly and cxceeding his orders Rasbher had worked Hi.mmLer 
explained 

I beg your pardon, Iwill test you bn that in a moment, but I 
just went youto try to apply your mind on making sea water drinkable. 
Do you ranember that ther. was a conference in which representatives of 
the Air Force and of the Navy attondod? That is al want youto dral 
with at the moment, You can give your oxplonotion 

I have alr cady said I do recall that 
Grawtiz .ook place and later on a conforn.oco at Dachau with gentlemen 
of the Luftwaffe. whether gentlemen of the Navy wer: ent at that, 
I don't recall. 

Q. But I want you to try to remombr, because it is important you 
se@, These were experiments on sea way Onc wuld assume that theg 
that the Navy would be interested. They were 2 intcrestcd, and thoy sort 
a representative, didn't 

I don't believe that a representative of the Navy was present, 
1 know Dr, Laurcns who was connected with U-boats at Kicl 


L-a-u-r-c-n=s? 
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H0201 — 0009 
9 August = 2-2A-AO'U-Prico. 


As No, I don't know him 
Q.e Was it decided, in connection with these sca water expoariz nts, 
to use gypsies for the pw pose of cxperiments? 

A. In this connection, I must give you the explanation that I 
started to Jive a little bit earli er, because this is the decisive 
point. Dr. Ploctnor refused to carry out expericments on human be 
and Himmler didnot danand this of hin. Grawtigz reccived the ardor to 
duvote himsolf to these matters, Tho roforo, tho readiness and willing 
ness, that is the agrcement on their position had to be had if cxperi- 
ments on human beings were to be conducted, Grawtiz said that the 
Luftwaffe, and particularly a professor from Vienna » had put the 
request that inmates should be put at their disposal and inihis 
connection gypsics may have been muntioned in arder to talk about 


the drinkability of sca water, As to the details, I can not tdll 


you, but at that tim. it was ordoroc that tho chemical and physio- 


logical experiments be carricd through, and for thes: purposes, in 
the institute headed by Dr. May, for a period of three weeks, two 
rooms were to be put ready in which these Luftwaffe physic n: could 
work, As far as these experiments are concern. 
You had a staff working in Dachau on these ox oorinonts coa- 
ie] 4 
sisting of a supervisor, three medical chemists, onc female assistant, 


and three non-conm ssim cd officurs, didnft ym, in connection with 


these sea water oxporim:£&ts for Grovtiz? 





9 Aug-N-GES-3-1-Ahuna 


i A 


^ 


Ae Yes, thet may bee That was under the supervision of Frawitz and his 
directives, but the institution of which irthing. Our rooms 


were just confiscated but everything else was taken care of by Grawitze I do 


not know who worked there or whether they were personnel of 
Qe Why was this staff working in Dachau? Why was 

place for the scientific experiments of making 
because you had the human guinea pigs there, 

ready said that the Luftwaffe contacted 
purpose of getting inmates for the experiments, and the: 
selected, 
4 


want you now to go back to your diary, pare 30 of the British docu- 


ment book, ‘ly 1 You will see an entry for thc 14th of April, "Political 
Department about escape of Pacholezz", This prisoner Pacholere escaped, 
didn't he? 
Yese 
Why did you go to the Political Depa 
For, ‘toward 
of a prisoner, 
he consequences 
would have been if Rascher suspected that I had < ded the csoapo of the 
prisoners. 
Qe You must have been oxtroucly anxious when Pachclere escaped because hi 
knew a lot of the details about your work he? You must have 
most anxious to sccure his rocapturce 
| 


Ae At that moment I wns worried about mysolf í it would not be hard to 


J 


s A mb : s ie aS es ae ^y fa ee aah > 1 n Wo 
imagine what would have happened if Raschcr knew about 


i. If you look at tho ontry for the 23rd of in you co that you 
had a conference with the Reichsarzt SS Grawits, Poppendick, and Ploetner. 
Then you had "Division as to tho 


noon, you had a second conference with Ploetn 


experiments to make seawater drinkable, wasn't it? 


15352 





MUO 


Ae No, we are here concerned with the matter of Ploctner 
about the work carried on by Schilling and said that ho ild uot continue 
working aby longer as he was a membor of the Waffen SS. 
Qe You yourself must have been fooling pangs of conscicn 
use of inmates bocauso your military situation was rather 
4. I did not have a conflict of conscience nt 
sooner than that, and because of the documents whic} 
and the accusations which 


ask to be 


THE PRESIDENT: The tribunal thinks you 
that regard. 
T"C 


MR. ELWYN JONES: I would like tc td (vo some other questions 


would like to put to 


his 


1688, will you 
confession to the 
THE WITNESS: Before the Commission of 27 June, in reply to questions, 
I had to answer and give certain statements 
briefed. Because of that I had to limit my 
personal attitude was not statede As I have seen tho consequences that were 
brought about as to my credibility which was doubted, it was proposed thnt I 


did not wish 
to tell the truth. Therefore, in order to clear matters, I must testify, 


myself, 


as well as tho SS as a leading member of the 





eee i NGA 


resistance rorement and because of this function in the ‘hnenerbe, there was 
quite a goou deal of chances to work illegally. 
MR. ELWYN JONES: 


` 


Q. Wien you say "resistance movement", I did not quite understand vou. 
was tae "resistance movement" that you were lendi 
.n the secret organization of Dr. Hilfer, who was 
movement *n connection with the 
Gestapo anc put in prison. Therefor: worked against the ecxpcorimonts, 
tie decree, 
j,nson and 
exccution was to f OWe Among 
carry the full rcsponsibili 
taken place repes 
in 1900 on human being 
Tribunal wants to hear moro of 
this conversation. It se.ms to mo to be more of an aha than & con= 


fossion and 


with your cross-exaninati 


end he 


4 haga 
you had t 


On 


Y 
af 


conference with SS Stabsfuchrer Dr. Brand | SS Hauptsturnfuchrer Dr. Berg 


on the "creating of a scientifi escarch station in a concontration 
Information about conference witl > Obergruppenfuchrer Pohi 
27 Juno 1944, you know. On 25 July, you had a coni nec with "SS Stabs- 
fuchrer Vaurer, Oranionburg, about the c of inmates f scicntific pur- 
That was when you wore lending the resistance mover On 26 July 
Hauptsturmfuchrer Dr, Fischer by phone. 
afs? of 


confcrence with SS Stafsfuchrer Maurcr, dated July 25, 1944, to journey 


fastest through all concentration eoups in order to fix finally the persons" 





cance ‘Naa 


On October 21, you record that you were i anothcr conferences 


1 ^ 


"Zvocecding of rescarch of SS Sturmbannfuehre fs Hirt. Revewed ro- 
lease of Staff Surgeon Dr. Wirmer for duty end setting aside of the Che 
SS Obersturmfuchrer Martinek in accordance with letter of October 6 

On October, you wore having a conference with Ponpondiecke 
day you record in your diary, "Tnking over of biological r 


Stabsfuehror Dr. Ploctrer in Dachau." 


Witness, do you remombor your experiments o 


Pid you take part in any such experiments? 
I never participate 


4 


but I do remembcr th 


of coagulation 
Inssbruck undc: 
leadership. 
W a fired into 

concentration camp and experiments werc carried 
stop the flow 

A. These experiments were o ed y Rascl nd not by Professor 
Ploctner, and they came to light 

I am not conccrned with who carricd them out You know tho form 

of the experiments nn? you know that tho form was that bullcts wore fired into 


the prisoners and afterwards efforts wore mado t> stop the flow of blood, 


isn't that true? 


document book, 
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9 Aug-M-GES-3-5-Ahuna 


That will become GB-583, nnd it is an affidavit of Oswald Pohl of the WVHA, 
and I want to direct your attention to paragraph 4, page 11 of the German 
document book, in which ho gives some testimony about you. I only want to 
point out a few things in paragraph 4e 

"Sievers came to find out from me about the possibilitios for manu- 
facturing of medicino,. I mentioned to Deutsche Heilmittel GMBH in Prague 
which belonged to the German plants, managed by Oberfuchrer Baior of my 
staffe I recommended Siovors to go to him The medicine had boon manu- 
factured later in Schlachtors (Blaci Forest Sievers told me the following: 
Tho 'Ahnenerbe', whose manager was 5icvors, had developed in Dachau ^ medicino 
which quickly brought coagulation of »lood. It wis enormously important for 

it preventod continual bleeding. 
experiments in Dachau during which a prisoner was fired upon. A prisoner 
a specialist in the field, took an important part in the dis- 

covery of this medicine," 


Now, those facts are truc, aren't tho? 





9 huzuste-/n-l-l 


Ae 


]TITTT 


Saslaw 


When this conference 


Yes, but the sense is not quite complete there, 
took place, Rascher had alreacy been arrested for some time and it was known 
that he, himself, hac carried cn this experiment and I tolc Pohl quite 
extensively, for Dr, Breitner had worked anc ccmpletec this mecicine and 
expert opinion by Professor Breitner anc Professor Denck and another doctor 
from Vienna hac to be held first and the picture shown in this document 
is completely 
Qe 


isn't it ? 


Wrong» 


Rascher is ceace It is convenient to cast all the blame on to him, 


Here we are concerned with c?^rifying facts and therefore I can say 


only those things which are turc and which I kn.w exactly, 


Qe 


3 


Did you have anything to do with the experiments into the ca 
contagious jauncice ? 

A. No, I knw nothing about that, 
Qe I vant you to lcck at document No. 010 paze 4 cf tho Enclish document 
That was a 


Exhibit GB 58l., letter, as you see, from Grawitz to Hix:ler, 


It is dated the lst of June 1943 ani headed "Top Secrete! 


Subject : into 


the cause of contagi us jaundice," 


THE PRESIDENT} What is the si-nature ? 


BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 


^ di - 
í Qn ij,0C ton SS 


şe nat is the signature of Grawitz, is it n t, the Reich 


and Folice ? 
Ae Yes. 


Ge “Reichsfuchrer 3 The Fuchrer's commissioncr-ceneral, SS Bricadefuchrc: 


Professor Dr. Brandt eee Pausin: there fir a moment, ho was the Reich Com- 


missioner for Health and Sanitati ^, wasn't he ? 

Yese 

The Fuehrer's cosmissioner-32-n:ral, SS Brivadéfubhrer irofessor Dre 
Brandt called on me with request © at I shculd assist him by placing pri- 
Soners at his disposal for research work int. the cause of ccntazicus 


jeundice which he was furthering consicerablye 
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9 Augus teüaMDel-2 Saslaw 


"The work has been carried out u; to now by a medical captain, Dre 
Dohmen, within the framework of the research place of the army mecical ins- 
pectorate, with the participa f the Rcbert Koch Institute, It has up 

to now lec to the result, in agreement with the results of other German 
research wrkers, that contagious jaundice is not carried by bacteria but 
by a virus. In order to increase our knowledge, which is based up to now 
only on vaccination experiments from men to animals » the reverse way is 
now necessary, namely the gaccinaticn of the cultivated virus germ into 
humanse One must reckon on cases of death, 

"The therapeutic and above 211 the prophylatic results are naturally 

argely dependent on this last ox:crimental Step. 8 prisoners condemned 
to death would be required, if possible cf fairly young age, within the 
prisoners! hospital of Sachsenhavsun concentration Campe I respectfully 
ask for a decision, Reichsfuehrer, as to : 
tle Whether I may start the experiments in the prescribed form; 
"2. Whether tia, «periments may be carried out in the Sachsenhaus. 
prisoners hospital by medical captoin Ur. Dohmen himself, 

"Alth ugh Herr Dohmen does not belong to the SS (he is an SA leader 
and a party member), I would wecowsenc this as an xception in the interests 
of the continuity of the serics of experiments and thus of the accuracy 
of the results, 

"The practical importance of the questicn raised for our own troops, 
especially in Southern Russia, is sh wn by the fact that this illness 
has been very widespread in the pass years, both amongst us in the Waffen 
SS and the police anc in the Army, So that companies have been reduced 
by 60 Z for pericis of up to 6 weeks." 

And then there follows some more comment about the illness anc that 
is signed by Grawitze Grawitz wac ihe viee presicent of the German Rec 
Cross , wasn't he ? 

ire YCSe 
Qe I want to turn to the document No. O11 on pave 5 of the British 


document book === GB 585, That is the reply of Himmler to the letter of 


15358 





EUH 


9 August-M-MB==3 Saslaw 


Grawitze It is cated the 16th of June 1943, "Subject : Research into 
the cause of infectious jaundice", and Himmler says: 

"I give the permission for 8 criminals con .emned to death in Auschwitz 
(8 Jews of the Potish resistance movement who have been condemned to death) 
to be used for the experiments. 

"I agree to Dre Dohmen carr: ing out these experiments ag Sachsenhausen 

"Tike you, I am cf the opinion that a real combatting of infecticus 
jaundice wovcd be of untold value," 

anc then it is signed by Himmler with a note at the bottom $SS Ober- 
gruppenfuehrer Pohl, Berline Copy sent with a request thot note be taken," 

Those experiments into the muse of contagious jaundice were done for 
the Waffen SS and for the army, weren't they ? 

A. I am just learning about these thin:s for the first time, These things 
are not known to me anc I cannot sce what connecticn I have wit them. 

Qe I want you to deal next with your experiments into spptted fever 
vaccines Perhaps you may be a] lit le more familiar with the nature cf thus 
experiments e Have you kncwlecze of those ? Professor Haagen might give 
you à clue, 

Ae Yos, rrofessor Haagen dic carry on vaccinaticns against spottec fever 
at the request of the camp where ‘his disease was prevalente 

who delegated Haagen for this work ? 

He was the hygienist at the University of Stuassburg. 
Qe But I asked ycu wh. delegated him for this work and not what his 
qualifications were for ite 

4e is far as I recall, these experiments were carried through by Haagen 
on order of the Sanitary Inspector of the Wehrmacht and of the Lutfwaffe 

Qe He was comnissicned by Goering, wasn't he ? 

de Who was res onsihe for the Cclegation «n behalf of the Luftwaffe, that 
I con't knowe 

Qe, dust look at your orm letter n this subject, Ncl 008, the first docu- 
ment in the English document bool: == GB 506 e It is headed "Institute for 


practical scientific research for :ilitary purposes", dated the 19th of 
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May 19Ghe That was after Rascher 2: been removed from the scene, It is 
to "SS Oburzruppenfuehrer an? General of the Waffen SS Pohl, Chief of the 
WVHae Subject 3 Procuction of a new kind of spotted fever serum". 

Doar Obergruppenfuehrer $ 

"Following our application cr 30/9/h3, you gave your authorization 
on the 25th October 19h3, for the carrying cut of experiments with & view 
to producinz a new kind cf spottec fiver serum and transferred 100 suitable 
prisoners to Natzweiler for this ;urposee It has been possible to carry out 
the experiments very satisfactorily so far with the help of tho Chief of 
Department D III, SS Standartenfuchrer Dr, Dollinz commissioned by yous 
It appears from the results of the report before us that it is possible not 
only to achieve an anti-toxical, but -what should be of special 
practical importance also a decided anti-infectional immunity with the help 
of this serume Inoculation, however, still produces a len thy fever reoc- 
tion sc that its introduction fcr the protective in-culation in its present 
form cannot be recommended at yete Further research is beings carried ^ut 
now tith a view to changing the sorum in such a way as to procuce only s: 
weak a reactibn that no ecnsiders 3 effect on the general wellebcinrg takes 
place while retaining its full cf%-ctiveness. It is to be examined 
whether this can be achieve? by decreasin. the doese of the serum and oy 
lon;er storage of the serume The sew serum is already in preparation so 
that further experiments could be .ijarked upon as s-on as further persons 
Suitable fur the experiments are available. I ther@fcre request you to 
detail persons to Natzweiler a ain for thc purp se of inoculations In order 
to obtain results which are as accurate as possible an! can also be utilized 
for statistical purposes, 200 pers ns sh uld be placed at cur disposal for 
incculation this time; it is also asein necessary that they be as far as 
possible in the same physical condition as is met with amongst members of 
the armed fokces, If imperative reasons sh ul. demand. that 200 persons 
should not be transferred to Natzweiler fur tho experiments, the expe iments 
could be carried out in a different concentration camp, alth ugh it wou d 


entsil great difficulties, 
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The overcoming of these cifficulties would, if necessary, have to be accepte 
by the scientists employed -althc^ : the latter are at the same time very 
much tie! dom to the University 0. Strassburg owing to their lecturing 
activities + as the results which will certainly be achieved are of the 
most far reaching importance for maintaining the health, 

As I have informed you, the cireetion for eerryin: out the experiments 
is in the hands of the Lirector of the Hygienic Institute of the Reich Unie 
versity of S, rassbur:, Frof, Dr. Haagen, Majcr in the Medical Corps and 
consultin; hygienist to an air flect, who was comsissioned with this task 
by the Reich Marshal, the Proesico-: of the Reich Research Council,. In 
accordance with his instructions, Dr, Haagen has tc report about his werk 
to the chief of the Luftui.ffo Moo'o:1 Services; in ccine this he has tc 
mention with whose sup;ort the wvk is carried cut; that is first the 
Reich Research Council anc.secondi the 88. .I request your decisicn as 
to which of the following is ta be mentionec as the euprcrtin- authority 
of the SS; 

ta) the Reichsfuehrer SS r 
"b) the SS Economic Administrative Head Office (WVHA) cr 
"c) the Institute for practical scientific research for military 
purposes cf the Waffen SS," 
Ares you still saying that Geerinz dicn't commission Haagen ? 
àe Yes, I am still maintaining that; anc it says so here, "Reich Marshal 
President of the Reich Council", That does nct in any way mean ‘that Mr, 
Goering had knowledge o? these vari us requests of which thousands anc thcou- 
Sands were issued in his name and on his staticnery. .The various conf. ence 
expert branches were competent herce 
Qe The Tribunal has this document before it sc I am not goinz to argue 
With you on ite 
THE FRESIDENTs Who "uem the letter” 
BY Wi, ELWYN JONES: 
“e The letter is sicned by you, isn't it 


4e Yos, 
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Qe And you mentioned Goering specifically, Reich Marshal, Fr@sidcent of the 


Reich Research Council è Now jest look at the document No, 009 which refers: 


to that letter of ycurse It will be GR-587, It is paz of the document 
beoke ‘That deals with the questicn as to who is to have tho honor of having 
taken the lead in these experiments, It is to the "Reichsfuehrer SS, Per- 


Sonal Staff", Whose signature is at the bottom of that letter ? 
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A The personal expert of the Reichsfuehrer, Dre Brandt. 

Q Wil you look at document 009, which will be GB-587, It is dated 
6 June 19h, subject: Production of a new kind of serum against spotted fever, 
It is to SS Standartenfuehrer Sievers. "Dear Comrade Sievers, Thanks very 
much for sending the copy of your letter of 1925.) to SS Obergruppenfuehrer 
Pohl. I have informed the Reichfuehrer SS, as the matter seemed to me to be 
sufficiently importante Tn answer to the question as to who is to be designatec 
as the supporting authority of the SS, the Reichfuchrer SS said that both the 
SS Economic Administrative Office (UY) and the institute for scientific 
research of military value (Institut fuorwehrwissenschaftliche zweckforschung ) 
Should be mentionede In addition, there is no objection to saying straight 
out that the Reichfuehrer SS has also personally supported the experiments e 
Heil Hitler} (initials) SS Standartenfuehrer." hat was your connection with 
the experiment on sterilization? I will just remind you that there were three, 
First, with the fluid of a plant, and with X-rays, and lastly experiments by 
operation, Do you remember that? 

A No, I don't remember them. I don't know theme 

€ Do you know who was carrying them out? 

A No, I don't know that, 

Q Look at the document number 035, which will be GB 588, page 7 of 
your Lordship!s document book, Page 8 of the German document book, That is 
a letter to tho Reich Plenipotentiary forthe Consolidation of German Folkdon, 
SS Himmler, Chief of the Police, Berline That was another arn of the SS that 
was interested in these medical experinents, was it not? Did you hear my 
question? 

A Yos, It is completely wrongs. The Reich Plenipotentiary for the 
Consolidation of German Folkdom was note 

Q Was it another branch of the SS that was involved in these medical 
experiments? 

A Noe 

Q The letter has the initials of Himmler at the top, HeHe You are 
extremely familiar with them, The letter reads: "r beg you to give your 
attention to the following statements. I have asked Professor Hohn to hand this 


letter to you and have thus selected the direct path to you in order to avoid 
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indiscretion, bearing in mind the enormous importance, under certain circun 
stances, of the idea submitted, Prompted by the thought that the enemy must 
not only be emquered but éxtcrminated, I feel obliged to submit the following 
to you &s the Reich Plenipotentiary for the Consolidation of German PFolkdon, 
Dre Madous is publishing the results of his research into sterilisation by 
medicanentse (I enclose both works), In reading this article, I was struck 
by the enormous importance of this medicament in the present struggle of our 
peoplee Should it be póssiblo to produce as soon as possible ag a result of 
this research, a medicament which, after a comparatively bricf period, would 
cause an unnoticed sterilisation in individuals $ we would have at our disposal 
a now and vory cffective weapon,  Tlo thought alone that the 3 million 
Bolsheviks now in German captivity could be sterilised, Fo that they would 

be available for work but precluded from propagation, opehs up the most far- 
reaching perspectives, Madous discovered that the juice of the plant Cahad un 
Seguinun, taken orally or injected, preduces after a certain time, particularly 
in the males of animals but also in the females, a lasting sterility, The 
illustrations which accompany the scientific work are convincing, Provided 
that the idea expressed by me mects with your approval, the following path 
could be foliowed: lẹ Dr, Madous should nòt publish any nore works of this 
kind (tho eneny is listoning toot) 24 Propagation of the plant (casily 
raised in greenhouses). 3e Immediate experinents on humans (oriminalss) in 
order to ascertain the dose and tho duration of treatrente le The quickest 
possible discovery of the formula of the composition of the effective chemical 
body in order to 5, produce the same synthetieally if possible, I myself, as 

a Germen doctor and a retired Licuten-nt of the reserve in the medical corps 
of the Gorman Armed Forces, undertake comphete silence on the use tovhich 

the subject raised by me in this letter is to bo put, Heil Hitler Signed, 


Dre Pokorny, Specialist on skin and veneral diseases, University Doctor of 


Modicine," Do you know that Subsequent to that, greenhouses were crected and 


these plants were cultivated? 

A Noe I don't know that, In this connection. I remember only the 
followings That this publication by Dre Madous was transmitted for giving out 
his attitude on the basis of the rathor remarkable suggestion to Dre von 
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Wacnzburg, who was a specialist on tropical plants, and he stated immediately 
that such a plant could not be raised and therefore could not be at our disposal 
Q I appreciate the difficulty of growing this topical plant in Germany, 
but an attempt was made to grow them,was it not? 
Å I don't know whether it was tricd to raise then. 


Q Grawitz, the Reich Surgeon of the SS, was in charge of this, was he 


not.? 


A That is not known to me either, I+ may bee 

Q Apart from these experiments I especially mentioned, the "Ahnenerbe" 
was also used for political purposes, was it not? 

A Political purposes? What do you mean by that? 

Q Fifth colunn activity abroad, for instance? Te penetration of 
scientific thought as a method of political influence, 

A Noe 

Q gust look at the document, 1698-PS, will you? It is inserted before 
page 20 of the English document booke There is just one page of it. 1698 PS 
Will be 03 509, It. is an Annual Report dated 17 November 19ljj. It reads "The 
Heritage of the Ancestors. Germanic Scientific Mission Outpost Flanders, 
SS-Unterstuff (F) Dre Augustine. Annual Report, The work is ained as an 
intellectual decpening and broadening especially in the intellectual strata 
of Flanders and Walloony. In following the Germanic line which tho SS alone 
represents, le The liberalistic-humanistic educational front must be invaded 
by winning over occupants of intellectual key-positions. 2 To work against 
the greot German Mythos with the idea of the Groat-Germanie Rehhch-comunity. 
3e To promote the revival of the consciousness of German culture and German 
Folkdon with the exceedingly effective, though neutrally cmouflaged means of 

olitical propaganda, Science, in view of the arrogant French assumption of 

culture and the Flemish inferiority complex. Exactness must remain the 
principle for research and presentation, since objectively it docs not 
exclude the Germanic intenti one" In the next paragraph it says "Thus strata 
of intelligence can be laid hold on, which were not open to official prrss- 
and schooling-propagandae But are occupying heretofore mast insufficiently 
supervised influential key positions in the intellectual life of the country, 


Concerned are university-, college}, and scientific policies, promotion of 
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student interests and granting of scholarships, ieee selection for college 

and promotion of the talented, in which our work is to be inserted. To seize, 
influence and obligate the occupants of intellectual key positions (college 
professo-:;, associations of lawyers, educators, Students, artists) is a task 
which in its propaganda, in the press and above all in connection with the 
Security-sorvice was a direct political significance andinfluence, Closest 
cooporation with the security-sorvice has been maintained from the very start," 

THE PRESIDENT: Mre Elwyn Jones, are you submitting that this is acrime? 

MRe ELTYN JONES: Yes, I am submitting that it is an essential part 
of this machinery. And its usages for political purposes in other countries, 

Q The "Ahnenerbe" was a component part of the SS, was it not? 

À In tho testimony before tho Commission, I svo an extensive statement 
in this matter, and in this question it is to be saidthat under tho SS main 
office Dre. Augustin was charged es export for this work and the continuation 
of this work. I cannot say that any activity like this is a 5th cclum 
activity, or any — 

Q Ian only questioning you in general in regard to the Ahnenerbe, 

Was it a department of the SSe Look at document 88 PS page 19 of the 
document book, That was a Himmler order with regard to the Ahnenerbe Stiftung. 


I want to draw your attention to the first paragraphe It reads, "I, the 


undersigned Reichsfuchrer $S Heinrich Hirmnler hereby certify that 1, the Researy 


and Teaching Society "Das Ahnenerbe" (the SS Ancestral Heritage Research 
Organisation), and 2, the "Ahnenorbe-Stiftunz", (Ancestral Heritage Institute) | 
are parts of my personal staff and thus are departments of tho SSe! The funds 
of the Institute for _cientific rescarch, they came from the Waffen SS funds, 
did they not? 

À Both of these matters I testified to before the Commission, on 
the following: Point 1, the so-calicd Ahnenerbe became an office in the 
personal staff of tho Reichsfuehrer SS in 1942, I testified that its structure 
was not affected by ite Funds of the Ahnenerbe were received through 
funds of the German Forschingsgemeinschaft, fees as subsidies, gifts of the 
industrye ` Waffen SS money and Wehrmacht SS money solely and alone, as I 
stated before, were put at the disposal of the institute for purely scientific 
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Q The members of the Ahnenerbe who were carrying out these experiments 
wore all SS men, wre they not? I want you to lock at Document D-962, a roll, 
which is the last document T aa putting to youe It will be GB 591. You see 
the nane of Dr. Hans Brandt? And you see as you go down the whole of that 
list that with one e xcopticn they are all officers of the SS, are they not? 


4, Yes, with the difference that it does not show for what purpose it is 


drawn upe It included merely the SS leaders, and reference tothe medical statu, 


of the families ahd their children, I testified that parts, one-half, belonged 


tothe SS but not dle 


Q There are about 100 names there, professional and Germen doctors 


connected with your work? 


À They are not all sciontists. The list also includes truck divers, 
Q They were all, with ono exception, members of the SS, were they not? 

A No. It includes also honorary members vho were called for research 
nye, 

MR, ELWYN JONES: That is al, 

WOLFRAM SIEVERS: May it please the Tribunal, I should like to give ny 


explanation == 


THE PRESIDENT: Perhaps we had better have the re~e xamination first, 





PE N DANOU 


RE EXAMINATION 
BY DR. PELERMANN: 

e “itness, what was the purpose of tho 4hnonorbo stif- 
tung?  Ploaso bo briof in your answors, 

à Yes, 

Q Was it tho purpose of the Ahnenerbe Stiftung to car- 
Ty on medical experiments and research on others? 

4 The purposo of the ;hnenerbo Stiftung was to carry 
on puroly scientific research as is set down in the consti- 
tution of tho a4hnonorbe Stiftung, 

4 Is it truo that tho shnencrbe had fifty difforont 
rToscareh tasks? 

4 The ihnonorbo had fifty difforont research branches 
end they were instituted above and beyond that, It had 
cerricd on more than one hundred expansive rescarch pro- 
jects, 

Q «mong the rosoarch projocts, which you have just 
mentioned and tho various institutes, was the Institute for 
Scientific Research for War Purposes includod in this group? 

4 This was a Special group within tho Jhnonerbo, It 
may be seen that it was financod...... 

Please dontt answer thet now. I am how asking you 
if this was a branch, T will ask you furthor and you will 
have further Opportunity to speak. You heard that the Ins- 
titute for Scicntific Rescarch for War Purposes carrica on 
experinonts, is that correct? 

4' Yos, 

Q How were tho projocts in tho Ahnonorbo 
financed $ 

4 The ahnonorbo Stiftung was tho one that had all the 
means and the ahnonorbo Stiftung would give tho money to 
the Ahnenerbe, 

Q Then, where did the means Come from ? 

ds From the means of the German Research Society monbor- 


ship dues, from Reichs Money or botter membership duos. 


- 15368 - 





NN 


9 august 1946-62 

Q Which monbors ? 

« Of the participating nornbors. any German could be- 
cono a member of tho Society for the Ahnenerbe. 

0 You said that the Money cane fron mombership duos. 
Where else did the money come fron ? 

4 From contributions or you may say econony, 

Q «and, it was money for tho SO=called Scientific Ins- 
tituto of Research for War Purposes. Where did this money 
come from ? 

4 Solely and alone fron Wehrmacht nonios and this had 
to be set aside Specifically according to the regulations 
which applied. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have before me the commission evi- 
dence on this. This has all been stated in the comnission 
and I have it before Nes 

DR. PELCKMANN: You aro quito right, Your Lordship, 
but tho prosecution just now raised tho quostions in such a 
way that tho witnoss had no chance to give on exact reply. 

THE PRESIDENT: Don't you think that you can make your 
examination shortor, in view of tho fact thet this evidence 
was all given before tho Comuission and the Tribunal has 
this before thon ? 

DR. PELCKMANW: Yos, My Lord. Tho nenbers, or rather 
the collaborators and those who were charged with the ro- 
Search projects for tho ahnonorboe Stiftung, can you tell me 
what percentage of thon belonged to tho SS ? 

THE WITNESS: Perhaps one-half. 

BY DR. PELCKMANN: 

Were tho rest of then Party nonbors? 

4 That was not a prerequisite. 

Q On the other hand, wore there collaborators who were 
non-political ? 

« There were those, who for political Purposes, were 
refused adnittance by the party ana by the state, 


A 


n Dic Professor Scip belong to this group ? 
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«+ Yes, Professor Soipt was charged with the research 
in the University and I was responsible for his liberation 
from a concentration CELIp. 

oO Before ne, I have the original copy of your book 
and you have been confronted with only extracts. This in- 
Cludes 330 pages, however the extracts nunbor only three 
pages. On the basis of this material, can you tell ne if 
these matters which were discussed here Supply only a frac- 
tion of the ness of the work carried on by the hnenerbe 
Stiftung ? Pleaso bo very brief. 

4 Yes, I can confirm that. That is why I an waiting 
to give ny explanation in this connection, My notes were 
not saved for tho purpose so that I could conceal things, 
but to tell of matters in the interests of Clearing up the 


truth, 


Q Witness, cro you in a position to give exhaustive 


and competent explanation fron tho fragments of your diary 
that were put to you in the court of your tcstiaony and 
afford a comprehonsive truthful statement without giving 
the entire contcnts of the diary ? 

2 This is quite impossible because of tho scope and 
size of the diary. You can soo fron the large size of tho 
book, that which my work took up and the limited matters 
discussed hero, “hen wo consider tho tino in which they 
occurred, it is clnost impossible to even discuss these 
matters and to make Complete stotononts according to tho 
truth. In my provious interrogation, I again and again re- 
ferred to that fact. In ay secret remarks and data so that 
I could give conprohonsivo statenents, because of my polite 
ical attitude, it was very close to ny heart to put things 
right, but Ly requests were not granted and I :ut this in 
a written request on Deconbor 20th so that I could produce 
essential truths, 

^ That is quito sufficicnt, witness. I should like 


to have just one example where a completely wrong picture 
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Must result if the witness is linited to put a fraction 
and fragnent of his diary, I should like to submit the 
entry Page 102-14 4;Til--1530-1515 Hours. Station Ras- 
cher; "Situation of work, further work, orders for pro- 
visional carrying on--Hatuf,. Pletner introduced," This 
Shows the work is taking place, thore is future work and 
directives were then carried out. The things which fol- 
lowed are not shown in the extract, I should like to call 
the witnesst attontion to this and have hin comment. Wit- 
ness, please read this matter before you and toll us, whe- 
thor from this diary entry, would follow thet Dr, Plctner, 
as maintained by the prosecution, continued Rascher's work? 

4 From this we can see clearly that Dr, Pletner did 
not continue the experiments on human beings, On the ba- 
Sis of this remark, I could develop a comprehensive pic- 
ture, however, I do not have the tine at my disposal, 

Q Please do so, 

à In & very dramatic WOT esas 

THE PRESIDENT: This is. not necessary, 

THE WITNESS: Unfortunately, I a not in the position 
to do so, 

THE PRESIDENT; Doos tho witness have tho Docunent 
Book ? Why doesn't he read it ? 

THE WITNESS: Yos, I shall read it, 

Dr. Pletner workod with tho Polyzal Pruofung and that 
was tho coagulating agent. 

DR. PELCKMANN: Please give your coments lator, 

THE WITNESS: The continuance of the work of Polygal 
Prucfuaz and reports that tho production of this coagula- 
ting agent had been Secured for throo nonths, that is, ro- 
ports on the Production, Tho first reports were to Schleache 
ter and through Schlachter arrangements were to be made for 
the purchase of nachines, 


DR. PELCKM.NN: Doss it mean that Dr. Ploetner was brought 
z e 15371 M 





TT 


into the administration and business matters of tho produc- 


9 August 1946-SOR-6-5 


tion of Polygal Prucfung, the nene of the coagulating a- 
gent? 

THE WITNESS: You want © picture of the work Dr. Ploet- 
ner "Eingewiesen” brought in ? 

DR. PELCKAL.NN: Yos. 

THE WITNESS: Dre Rascher had started with tho devel- 
opment of Polygel Pruefung, however, this oxporicent did 
not come up to expectations and did not cone up to expecta- 


tions and did not meet the demands, 


THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Pelekmann, your question was, "Docs 


this inquiry show that Dr, Ploetner did not continue the 
experinents of Dr. Rascher?" 

DR. PELCKMANN: Your Lordship, the question was not 
just that, according to ny mer .ry. I wanted to know somo- 
thing quite different from the witness. May I please :le- 
rify this point after the witness has road those remarks 
and his memory has been refreshed? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is m; recollection ane tho recoi- 
lection of tho othor members of tho Tribunal that the ques- 
tion that the question you put was; ' S nct the entry 
in your diary show that Dr. Ploctner did not carry on tho 
work of Dr. naschor?" That is tho questionwhich you put. 


Wo want tho answor to it and no other, 
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DR» PELCKLANI: Then, I did not express myself correctly, your 


Lordship, I wanted to know if after you read this entry, your menory was 


refreshed as to tho happenings at tho tine? 


THE WIINESS: Yos, 
Di, PEICKMANN: Please describe th cit, 
at PRESIDENT: In the first place ycu realize 3 Or you shculd realize, 
that the object of ree: amination is to make clear or to contracict anything 
nas been put in cross-examination, and that is the only purpose of 
re-exauination, ‘In the second place, the Tribunal does not assume from the 
fact that the witness has been cross- xanined to show that certain brutal and 
illegal experiments were mde by this instituti 
nothing clse and wo do not propose to sit here for a pro ged time to hear 
everything else that this institution did, Ihe only object of your recirect 
exatination should be to contradict the fact that illegal experinents vere 
mace, or to clear up any doubts which micht arise on those illocal experiments , 
not to shov us that they did other thins. 
BY DR, PELCIUIANN: 
after Rasher's &rrest, according to your knowledge 


these further inhunan experiments carrio? on? 


llothing? 


Dr, Ploctner, as I have already vestified, expressly refused to 


Q After this period of time s hac you heard of s Or dii you know cf 
other inhun experiments? 

A In connection with the Institute of Scientific Research for War 
Purposes, into which I had insight, no, 

Q You are saying now that you had insight into the scientific research 

or war purposes work. What personalities of the SS had insight into these 
experinents? 
Only those who had heen charged therewith by Himmler, charged by 

Himuler personally, and thore vero vory fow poople, 


Q About how many might there have beon? Five or ton don't matter, 


15323 





TEL ILI 


9 Augusteli-JF~6-2a-Mechan H0201 — 003 


really, you know, 

A l will give you a high estimate, ten to twenty. 

Q Did these directives have the pro: on of Secrecy or Top Secrecy 
for ono part by the Gohoine Reichsach? 

A Yos, both of these had Geheime Kommandosache. 

Q Therefore, fron your own experience and knowledge, can you tell 
us whether you would consider it possible that the mass of tho SS no: bership 
Inew about these matters? 

A Itis gq 1r 4 t they knew about these matters or could 
have known about then. 

Q Do you recall that Freiher. von Eberstein, when he learned 
experinents carricd on by Rasher, was quite indignant and horrified at 
fact that anything like that could Lapen Do you recallanything like 

ersonally 

A Yes, for I hac to repo ^orsonally to him on this matter. Hews 
extraordinarily wroucht up at thi onversation and mentioned thins: 
he had learned in conection wi the est of Rasher, matters which 
him very, very deeply and in hi xcivcnent he beran toaccuse ma dnd 

surprised that Him had dec 2sest personal connection ! 

Rasher Cirect and that all directives ha . cone directly fron Winmler hinsolf, 

Q That is quite fac , Thank you very m 


Ti 
T 


THE PRESIDENT: N 7, can ycu conclude the observation yc 
aake in five minutes? 
THE WITNES do not need any longer than that, 
THE PRESIDENT: Very well, <o on then. 
THE WITNESS: In the cros--. xamination I was accused of the 
personally had no misgivings whatsoever revardinre those experiments 


on human beings. However, I must contradict this most energetically. The 


conflict of my conscience aas extrenoly large and was not appeasede In 


the beginning, because of assurance which I had received fron Hir mier, therefor 


I spoke with the leader of Hy secret branch, with the result tmt a further 
refusal would have cost ne my head, An open denonstrationys tho only thing 


that was loft. Ands econdly, the pecple who were s ent thoro w vould not have 
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been protected in any way, nor ‘they  <uld not have been saved. This work 
would have been carried through one way or another in any event. 

But I did do something, scoretly, which no other person would have 
Gone, would not have dared. Wherever possible s throuch silent Sabotage, I 
prevented those thinrs which possibly could be prevented, My repeated efforts 
on the basis of my secret data, remarks and reports, which are present to the 
anount of hundreds of pares 9 28 Dre Polcluonn has shown, wasnot in vains 
Even now, tine does not permit me to sive a further and omprchensive picture 
of theaction and to give the backround. I personally rcfused and rejected 
these experiments. I did not perr 5 thon. I played the role as ar 
& Univorsity does, who quite in a ke manner had to assist everyone 


administrative and business affairs herefore, the question of ny 
and of my personal attitude has to L- touched only once more, jus 
docunonts submitted show that I Sai. in my intorro:; 


Polelaiann has just now once mere stated. 
e of my illegal activitio: yg then the loader of the secret branch, 
Dre Hilger, vho is in Nurnbers, con be at your lis posal. I thank you vory 


much. 


THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will adjourn, 
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Mi. ELWYN JONES: I have "rec brief documents to put in on the 
SS caso, The first is the document 0l3-PS, which I hand to th Folish 
Celegation, to be GB-592, It sets cut the names of the 8ló Polish priests 
and monks and the Polish clergy mur^.rcd at Dachau concentr tion Campse 

THE IRESIDEM: Is that a state report? 

MRe ELWYN JONES; ån affidavit by a Polish priest, attaching 
names of the priests to his statements, the names appearing in a Polish 
publication, a Folish newspaper, Polska Prodena. 

I sce that it is a statement of the undersigned Roman Catholic 
priest, giving the following statement. I am wrong in saying that it is a 
statement on oath; but it cocs attach a list of the pricsts which was pub- 


lished in the Catholic weckly, Poleca Prodena,. If tho Tribunal is uncasy 


about the document, I shan't pross ibe I am asked by the Polish delegation 


to submit ite 

If your Lordship plcases, the document Number 007, which will be 
GB-l92, in place of the last document, is an order from Hismmlor to the 
Higher SS and Folice Chief, Ukrainc, Kiev, dated tho 7th of September, 1913. 
It reads; 

"Dear Frutzmann, Infantry general stapf has special orders with 
regard to tho Donets area. Get in touch with him imnediately. I order yuu 
to cooperate as much as you cane The aim to be achieved is that when areas 
in the Ukraine are evacuated, not a human being, hot a single head of 
cattle, not a hundredweight of cereals and not a railway line remain behind; 
that not a hcuse remains standing; not a mine is available which is not des- 
troyed for years to come, that there is not a well which is not poisoned. 
The enemy must really find comple: ly burnt and d estroyed land. Discuss 
these things with Stampf straight away and do your absolute beste Heil 
Hitler, Yours, Himmler." 

There is a note attached to its "SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Berger 
has received the copy with the requsst that the Reich &inist or for the 
East be informed." There are copic^ to the Chief of the Regular Folice, 
Chief of the Security Folice and SD, SS Obergruppenfuchrer Berger, Chief of 


the Fartisan-combatt ing units, copics sent with a request that they be noted. 
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Finally, the document Nuxber 022 refers to instructions of Himmler. 

THE FRESIDENT: Who was the reich Minister at the timo? 

VR. ELWYN JONES: As I uaderstand it, My Lord, it was Rosenberge 

Then, finally, thereis a document Number 022, which will be GB=593, 
That is an instruction of Himmler dated the lOth of July, 1943, to the chief 
of units for combatting partisans, the higher SS and police chiefs in the 
Ukraine, higher SS and police chiefs in Russia, Central Sector. 

The first paragraph: "The Fuchrer has decided that tho whole 
population has to be evacuated from partisan-ridden territories of the 
northern Ukraine anc of the Central Russian sector." 

"2. The whole male population fit for work will be directed to 
the Reich Commissar for the employuent of labor according to regulations whicl 
are yet to be laid down but under the condition of H's. 

#3e The female population will be directed to the Reich Commissar 
for the Employment cf La.or for work in the Reich. 

"lh, art of the female population and all children who have no 
parents will be sent to our reception centers. 

">. Tho wacuated territories are t. aken over and run by the 
Higher SS and rolice Chicfs, 2s much as possible in accordance with an arran- 
genent still to be mad t j cd and with the Minister 
fcr the Occupied Easte [er Ie ya c be planted partly with 
Kok-Sagys and as far as possible agricultural use is to be made of them. 

The camps forchildren are bo be establ d c edge of these territories 
in crccr that the children may be available as labor for the cultivation of 
Kok-Sagys and for agriculturce 
$ "Final proposals are to be submitted to me as soon.as possible.: 
(Signed) He Himmler." 
There are the names of Berger and Backe belowe 
IELCKMANN: Jyst one minuto, 
FRESIDENT: Yes, Dre Felckmanne 
rELCKMANN: May I put a formal question relating to this? Are 
the documents put to the witness? 


PRESIDENT: The Tribunal has some questions to put to the wit- 
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DR. TELCKMANN: If these documents are not put to the witness, then 
I should like to object to their being used for the old reason which I 
have already given, that in the submission of evidence the Prosecution is 
t erminated. | 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal has already ruled that new documents 
may be put in in this waye 

Di. L;TERNSER: Mre President, I beg to be permitted to put one 
question to this witness in order to clear up the name which he has used. 

Witness, you have mentio 21 the Institute for Experimente Is 
that the entire name of that insti .u.e7? Will you give the entire and 
complete name? 

THE WITNESS: The institute for the purpose of making experiments 
of a military nature, run by the vffen SS and the policce 
BY THE TRIBUNAL (Mr. Biddle)s 


Q Witness, you said that the Luftwaffe eontacted Himmler for getting 


inmates from the concentration camis. Whe in the Luftwaffe made that con- 


tact? 

“a I didn't say that by Himmler's orders the Air Force was attacking 
concentration camps, noe 

Q Wait, listen to the questions I didn't Suggest that you said 
tht. I said that you said that someone in the Luftwaffe had made a contact 
with Winmmler in order to got inmatcs from the concentration campse Did 
you say that? 

å No, I didn't say that e?';er. Yes, Dre Grawitz, the Reich Medical 
Chief officer of the SS, informed me that the Air torce, though I don't 
know which department of it, had applied for the seaworthiness experiments 
to be carried out and that they had with reason applied for these at their 
cisposale 

Q You mentioned the name of General Milch in your testimony . What 
connection j. if any, did General Milch have with any of these experiments? 

A: Furely with the highest e:periments which have been dealt with 
here and also the experiments which in 1941 were Started and carried out by 
medical officers of the Air Force, that is to say, Professor Holzloemner, 


Staff medical officer for Russia, Professor Hascher, and & third one who 





0000 


was working for the Aeronautical Experiment Institute at Acelshof but his 


9 iugust 19)6-M-rM:_38-h Blackeley 


name I have forzotten, 
Q 4nd what connection did General X Ave wi G experiments? 


cà. 


ike the arrangements for them? 


A That becomes apparent from the exchange of letters between Milch 


and Obergruppenfuehrer Wolff which has been shown me here on the occasion 
of previous interrogatione 
Q You then have no other knowledge about Genor 

from the ccrrespondence that's been submitted. 

No, I mo nothing further, 
Q In how many camps besides Dachau were 
or stations for bichorical rcsonrch? 

That I cannot 
and that's all I 


Ai 


which cane ia*o 


it~ 


thekicich Medical OfficereSS and 


nothing 


with it, 


but they 
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LT, COZANDER HARRIS: liay it please the Tribunal, during tho 
oxonination of the witnoss, Dr, =- 

TIE PRESIDENT: You are not wanting no to keep the witness , arc you? 

LI, COMLIANDER Hi i During the exanaination of the 
witness, Dr, Bosty buna, cly agreed to pornit the Prosecution tc 
introcuce another document, which at that tine wasnot available, and with the 
poruission of the Tribunal at this tine I should like to offer it, The 
Goeunent is 4051 PS and becomes USA 92h. This document has been shown to the 
witness Bost in the prosonee of the counsel for the Gestapo, Dr, licrkol, and 
the witness has identified it, The docunont shows not only that the witness 
Best hac knowledce of the proszran cf countorterror carried on in Denmark, but 

hat ho himsclf decreed acts of countor-torrorisn to bo taken, anc that on one 
occasion he ordered the exceution ofa stucont, 

During tho oxanination of Dr, Best tho Tribuial will recall ascrios 
of Cocuncnts, USA Exhibits 911 to 915 inclusive, which were offered to show the 
the Gestapo murdered a French gencral, At that tine we had only the photestay 
copics of these cocuments, and I told tho Tribunal that wo woulc try to obtain 
the criginals, We now have the oricinals in our possession, anc they aro boi 
Substituted for tho photostatic copios, 

I alsozskod the witness Best at that tiuc if ho know that at about 
the tine that this allece? mrder was Supposed to have taken place, that a 
French General, General Mesny, was killed, and ho mid he dii not know that. 
Tho Fr.neh Prosecution has given us the documentary proof that General icsny 
was killoc at that tino under circuustoncos which prove conclusively that this 
mnurlorvas accomplished in conformity with the plans which have horotoforc been 
shom, anc to that end I now offer as doement next in order 069 FS, which 
becomes USA 925, This cocumont is cortificd by the deleration cf the liinis try 
of Justice of Franco, 

l would ask tho Tribunal to turn to Page 2, which is a lettor fron 
the International Red Cross Comaittce, Geneva, cated 5 April, 1945, to Madamo 
Mesny e I wish to onphasize tho fact that this document is datod long before 
tho prescnt time and waswitton at a tino when the other documents which the 
Tribunal has the benefit of were, of course, entirely unknwon, 
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This lottorstatos that iionsiour Denzler, attache at tho Swiss 


Leration in Berlin, had sont certain inforna 


I 


should just like to respectfully invite your attention to the 


tion concerning Gencral :osny, and 


secon’ para- 


1 of his report, where ho states that the Generals Flavizny, de Boisse, and 


on hac been transferre? from Ofla 


T e 
iOS 


Colditz. "Tho Generals 3 


private car for Colditz. According 


Prewill, Gonoral iies was shot near Droscon 
, ny 


which the International 

But I particularly desiro +o 

the second docunont, which is datod 29 
General Buisson to tho Minister cf War 
Gencral Buisson states 


in this letter 


"On 18 January 1945 == anc 


2 


g IV B in Koenicstoin to Oflag IV C in 
ny and Vauthior have also loft Koenissten in a 


to a communication fron Commandant 


while trying tocscape." That 
Rec Cross sent to Madan licsnye 

invite the attention of the Tribunal to 
april, 1945, and which was writton by 
concerning the case cf Goncral Mosny. 


as follows: 


parenthetically I refresh the 


recollection of the Tribunal that the last Cocunont which we offered was 


datod 12 January 1945 showin: that at that time 


m 
40 


continue with the 


all generals, fron the campof Kconicstoin, Ofla;: IV B, werc picked 


to lcave the Garp on 19 Jmuary in tho 
First car, Gonorols Daine anc co 
paronthctically a 
the 


Fa wher 3 
general whem it was 


onc if ycurononbor, 


jain, if tho Tri 


all plans for this murer hac 


docunont =- "the following 


out and told 


nornins, for an unknowm d estination, 
o3 


+ 


sunal will recall, General 


‘ed to murder, as shown by 


decided that General ce Boisse would 


d because his naro hac been Cis massed too cfton over thc telephone, 


anc therefore another General was 


Generalde Boisse was in the first car, 


"Second car, Generals Flavigny and Buisson. 


Mesny and Vauthier, 


tino, the other two dic not, 


were chanred, 


infornaticn given General Buisson throuvh the German interpre 


orcer hal arrived fron the German Hich 


General Yauthier's departure, 


to bo substituted for hin. 


On 19 January, if tho first car left at 
as both their order of departure 


Second car, 7 asie Gonoral 'icsny alone, for accord 


Third c 


So you sco 


Third car, Generals 


the appointed 


a anc. tho tines 


ng to 


n 


ter Rosenbergs, 


Command curinz the nights cancelling 


ars Generals Flavigny and Buisson, 
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orders for the journey wore draconian, destination unknowm; it vas strictly 
forbidden to make any stop on tho way; the door handles were takon off the 

mas a German officer in each car with an automatic pistol on his 
knees anc his finger on the triscers 

"Upon our arrival in Colditz, tho reprisal canpy towards noon on 
19th January, we noticed the absence of General liosny, who had not arrived; 
we thought ho had been sent to another carp, although his luggare 
truck with that of the four other ccncrals, On January 29th, in tho morning , 
Commandant Prowitt, head of Oflar IV-C came into tho rooms of the French 

the following announcemont:  !I inforn you officially that 
General liesny was shot yesterday in Droscon while trying to escape. He was 
buried in Dresden with military honors by a cetachnont of the “ichmacht,!" 

Anc then, if it please tho Tribunal, General Buisscn gocs on with 
this comment, and it should be remomberec that when ho wrote this lottor he, oi 
course, lhal no knowledge of the plot as we know it today. Ho says, "Two 
facts rommin cbscuro in the sonbro tragecy: 1, tho transpcrt of Goncral Keny 
alone, the choice of Goncral Vauthicr; then the cancelling of the order 

suspicious to us, rivon the attitude cf thc general, who was a volunteer 

in Germany, and whose transfer tc reprisal camp soono? inexplicable, 
25 Gencral Hosny, whose coldest son is in a camp for political ceportces in 
Germany, said to me sovoral times during the course of cur conversations, !If 
up to 1944 I always trioc to prepare i oscapo, I gave up trying altogether 
aftorwarcs, even if I had covery chance of succeeding, First cf all, the end 
of tho war is only a question of weeks; noroovor, and especially, I should bo 
much too afraid that my flicht would cost my eldest son his lifo,! An hour 
before his Ceparture fron Kocnigstein on January 19th, General Mesny ropcatod 
to me arain,!! 

THE MESIDENT: Dr. Laternser, 

SIX DAVID MAXWELL-PYFE: My Lorc, I wonder if Your Lordship will 
allow no to mention a point bcforo Dr. Laternser commences. As arcsult of 
the general ovidoneo given before tho Comission and the announcaacnt that a 
number of summarizing afficavits will be tendered by certain organizations, the 


Prosccution have secured eleven affidavits of general scope made by state 
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ministers, local counsellors and officials, and a publisher of a newspaper y 


1 


dealing with tho same matter as the summarized af 
are about to submit. That couldy of course, bo put incross oxanination to 
tho witness for the SA who would be called, but I suggest for tho consideration 
of the Tribunal that at this stage of the trial it would probably be moro 
convenient if they wore simply offered after tho counsel for the organization 
have dealt with their documents. 

If that course commended itself to tho Tribunal, I should sive 


German copies to the counsel for tho defense at once so that they would have 


an opportunity of considering then. Othorwiso, of courso s I should reserve 


B 


thon to be put in cross cxamination and preserve the clomont of surprise. 
e hands of the Tribunal, but it scomed to ne 
sonvenient course than occupying more time in cross 


when so many facts aro known, 
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DR. LATERNSER (Counsel for the General Staff and the OKW): lir president, ` 
I did not understand Sir David's suggestion, and I beg to have it repeated sq 
that , if possible, the Defense Counsel can define their attitude in regard t 
it. 


THE PRESIDENT: Will you put it again? 


SIR DAVID AX'ELL FYFFE: “y Lord, I have eleven affidavits which were t: 
from various Gentlemen, including ex-state ministers of the Social Democratic 
Party and other non-Nazi parties, local officials, and one publisher of a ne: 
paper, They are designed to deal generally with the matters which have been 


& 


given before the Commission and which aro going to be dealt with, as + under- 
stand, in the summarized affidavits, the affidavits summarizing the large 
quantity of affidavits. 


I suggested for the consideration of the Tribunal that, instead of takin; 


time in putting the 
witness Juetner and 


I should offer then 


contents of these affidavits to the witnesses for the SA, 
others who would probably deal with most of the points, i 


after the Defense © unsel have offered their documents, ¢ 


in order that the Defense Counsel would not be predudiced in any way, I sugge 


that, if that course we c adopted, I should give them copies of these affidav 


aG 
2 


in German at onco so that they would havo an opportunity of seeing the conter 


The objeét is to keep the documents together and also, I hope, to save ti 


at this stago of tho trial in cross examination, 


I hope, My Lord, that is clear. 


THE PRESIDENT: That seems to the Tribunal to be a convenient course 


to give the Gorman Defense Counsel a longer period in which to study the 


vitse 


SIR DAVID MAXWELL FYFTE: I will do that, My Lord, 


i PRESIDENT: Yes. Now, Dr. Laternser. 


With the permission of the Tribunal, I shall call as 


witness Field Marshal von Brauchitsche 


GENERAL TAYLOR: Might I make a brief observation before the witness 


THE PRESIDENT: Marshal, keep the witness out for a moment. 


GEN*RAL TAYLOR: ^y Lord, I wanted to make a very brief observation conco;. 


ing the scope of the testimony of the witness von Brauchitsch, 


The other two witnesses that Dre Latornser is calling--Piglaómarshal von 


ns FII 
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Manhstein and Runstedt--were called in the first instance by Dr. Laternser and 
1 before the Commissioner on practically every question relating 
to the General Staff and the High Command, That will appear from the summaries 
of their evidence which, i think, are in the hands of the Court. 
The case of the witness von Rrauchitsch is somewhat different. The witness 
von Brauchitsch signed two affidavits which the *rosecution offered and which a: 
in the record before the Tribuanl as US “xhibits 532 and 535. Those affidavits 


relate exclusively to the question of the composition and organization of the 
General Staff and High Command groupe 

Before the Commissioner the witness von Brauchitsch was cross examined by 

Dr, Laternser only within the scope of those affidavits. No other mattcrs were 
issioner, I now understand that Dr. Laternser prope 

oses to examine the witness von Prauchitsch before the Tribunal on a great varie 

or at least, several other matters other than those covered in the affidavits. 

The Prosecution merely wishes to point out that to the extent that the witne 
von Brauchitsch covers other matters other than thosc in the affidavits, hc beco 
a witness for tho Dofense ani the Prosecution may possibly, though not nocossari 
have to cross examine him on those listinct matters, 

"e also wish to respectfully suggest that unless the witness von Brauchitsck 
is going to talk about matters other than those that uannstein and tunstedt have 
covered at longth, it would be entirely fair and expeditious to confine the test 
imony of von Brauchitsch to the matters of the affidavits, unless, as I say, it 
is proposed that von Brauchitsch discuss matters which Runstedt and Mannstein ar 
not going to cover, 

THE PRESIDENT: Dre Laternser, the Tribunal wishes you to go on and examine 
Fieldmarshal von Brauchitsch, They hope that insofar as his evidence covers the 
samo ground as the other two witness that you are proposing to call, you will be 
as short as possible, 

In that case, I shall now call Tieldmarshal von Brauchitsch 


as my first witness, 
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TRITT, 


LITER VON BRLUCHITSCI took the stand end testified a 


follows: 


M 


B1 TG DPM Mc TART 
BY L PRESIDEN : 


Vill you stcte your fvll name, plera Can you hear 


Now I can heer. Walter von 


"Will you repeat th 1th af ne: "wear by God, 


t LAlmighty end Omiscient n "i I t the pure truth 
o J 5 s = 


and will withhold end add no thing. 


e witness repeated the 


ECT IXLUIN 
DX DAR. Iu 


what rank a 


c P ^ IAr anart T3 45 04M ^ - 
Supreme Commander of tho Army, 


uring wheat period were yo 


re ane are. Er 
uucnaor oi 


Amy. When you took ove itsch infi 


See Aa canny he 
StAvenents 


who 


inform you al 
not either, 


S woro in existence, your 


1.3 - ne 2 y 3-434 ra 4 : ^^ $ 4-4 -— Ea 
uho occasion of ti iG ove 120 position of 


the would have been necessary 


7922 
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in uy viow, most cortainly, 
Q When did you learn of tho contonts of that «c n-oronco 
of 5 Novonbor 1937? 
A Only horo in Nurnberg. 
Q Did you, as the Supreme Comender of the Lry, Bot a 
hearing from Hitler before the occupation of Austria? 
E No, 
Q Did a plen exist for the military intervontionag inst 
austria? 
at least I do not know of ono. 
that intorforonco z surprise to you? 
4S far as I was concerned, it was a total surprise, 
It is not correct, as the witnoss Gisevius said, that Iwas 
called away. ‘The faet is that I was not in Berlin at all, I 
was on à duty journoy and wey from thoro, It wa r o2ter 
ny roturn that I hoard of tho instructions which hod been givon. 


v 


Q Woro you not objocting to it? 
I was afraid of the strugzlo of brothers, and I was 
tid that from this interference furthor conflict would 
Did not Papon in tho Roichchancollory on 11 Hare: 1938 
moot you and congrctuloto you cftor the ordor for tho noarel. into 
4ustrla had been roscindad in tho corse of the 11 lsreh? 
A The withdrawal of tho march into -ustria was nost ap- 
Dy no, l was i the Roichehancollory, and it is quito 
sible that Papen nay. havo congretulated ne on that occasion, 
G 3oforo the cccupation of the Sudetonland, were vou 
over heard in political affairs? 
No, nevor, 
Well, thon, was there a a ^ a military intorfar- 
in that occso? 
You ioa Austria? 
No, i mean bof the occupation of tho Sudotenlond. 


"o, thore was not ono thoro either, 
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Q But di^ you not, before the of the 


Fieldaarshal Keitel to us influcnee in 


the agreement be infrinced? 


A 


A That is corroct, 


1 


Q The witness Cisevius has testified here tha 


had since Ha 
Is that correct? 


That is an error. Gencral Beck, until 


handled ti 
Q Colonel General Beck had 


with in this courtroom, and to which 


that menorand um, he spoke against occupation c 


Against a war at two fronts. What did 


"EMI 3o. 
YOu uo 
Á 


h I had very serious qualms rer garding 


General Beck had composed a 


measures e 


^ T^ 


military conclusion that a w on behalf of Europe would 


world conflict. Since I consider thes 


the opportunity to present them to the 


reason why orcered those generals to 


internal questions of the Army. They 


Given to Hitler. There was an excited ¿ 


When, ately was that? 


that was at the end of June or during 


On what occasion did Colonel General Adan 


A In August, a conference at the Fuehrer's headau: 


with the officers of the General Staff was 


ordered. 


Colonel General Adams, who was Group Conmaander 


expressed thourhts similar to those c ntained 


first thing which might have occas sioned his release, 


not carricd out until October of 1938, after a 
On that occasion Colonel Adams was 
Q What military preparations did 


occupied? 
15308 


crdor Uu 


Lt Co loncl 


y 1938, no longer handled the business of thc 


clu which has 


you order before 


MQ 


Sudeten occupation, reques 


at in no csse shoul: 


l Gener. Beek 


'encro? 


the first 


the General Staff in its entire ti. 


been 


ofer for that 


warn: 


menorandun in wh ich we reache: 


ive to lead t 


arters, a 


During that 
b Wiesbaden at 


in the memorandun. 


er his 


report given by General Adams. 


Czochoslovz:-i 
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A As far as I was concerned, I gave no instructionsat all, Hitler 
that time had ordered that the troops stationed in the Army District, in the 
vicinity, should be especially preparec. 

Q But a military plan for the occupation of Czechoslovakia 
it not? 

A Hc. A plan did not exist, 
was going to be the practico. 

ut then rradually the 
bler against tho war? 
From tho instructions rivon in connection with the Polish 
I hac very serious worries ara 
I thought we nicht Clide into a war, 
report vhich I made to Hitler, I once 
Furthermore, I went down to express tha’ 10 gains gotten by peaceful meane 
were being ganbled 
y discussich as it was 

an affair for political leaders Which was not 

Did you nct, at that tino, hay 

" of Staff of the SA? 

I have talked to the Chiof of Staff of £ My and during that talk 
the same objections which I ha just toldyou about, and therefore, 
at them. 

shal, did you during that pe get in touch with the officc 
tho foreirn office? 

A No, because it was prohibited to the forcign office to infoi 
supreme comand of the Army in 

What about the other Leading pe 

No, no contact. 

that conference on the 23 of Tiny f particularly groat 

importance. Did you, at that time, «a i impression that tho war was 
upon? 

A Noe There aro a number of clear impressions and maintainc^ 


there were no intentions of the war, May I point cut to ycu that since 
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autunn of 1939, nerotiations were fn progress with Poland in order to clcar up 

the questions which were pending. Hitler had spoken before the Roichs* 

about that preblon, On cecasion he 2ressed tho views that there wos 

sole question that required clearing up. In previous sp 

the view that the building up of the armed forces was only carricd out in order 

to protect their own homelanc. At the cnd of Decorber' 38 >» Or din: the firs 

cays of wary, 1939, he gave tho following order. It was rccoivo. oy the 
omo Commander of tho Arty e Until 19l5 the Army will carry cut tue propos 

building up progran. Any preparation for a march of plan of a5. ros: 

prohibited. At tho meeting of the 23 

should have to be an idot if for the reason of Poland 

like those ii iapablo people of 191), I wont dovm to order that ro-o0:"12013ent 

period which had been planned, that is, tho ycars of 1942 


should continuc. That, as far as I was concernedy was sub 


order which I had received at the beginning of 


that commissions were to be appointed in order 


proglens which had been toubhed uci All the accumulation 


I was concerned the clcaros: proof, In the caso 


just spoken, pronounce 
A that was not a conference, 
to his subordinates, A discussion about 
Q I an now akin: you whether during the conference of tho23 of May, h: 
you voiced any objections of any kind? 
A Just what I told you, 
Q Until May, 1939, had there boon any plan worked cut for the 
Poland? 
Noe Never, 
Q Did you, on the 22nd of Augusty 1939, still hope that a war mir 
happen? 
The response which I have already mentioned to you existed unchanged. 
this you have to add the facts t the trace agrconont s: the Sovi 
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Union, in wy vicw would infant Poland in this vt 
notr:'otiaticns, I ade te that this furthor: 
Hitlor mentioned would also lead to negotiations. he decisive poi vt 


that Hitler was that the negotations with Poland would continuo, 


Q -hat was the purpose cf that specch all together, that speech of thc 


22 of August, the wy you saw it? 

A In ny view, that conference was first of all thc eutcone of 
objections raised by me before Hitlor, Secondly, it was in ny view, Hitler's 
intention that the ccmpetence of the loaders wo hac been ordered there in 
tho policy which hows pursuinó had beonstrongthonoc, that they should ec 
completely convinced of the logic. of his intonticns, 


THS PRESIDENT: We will adjourn, 


(The Court recessed uhtil 100 heurs.) 
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AFTERFOON SESSION 


(The Tribunal reconvened at 1400 hours, % August19)6) 


THE \uRSHALg May it please the Tribunal, the defendant Hess is absent. 


un VON BROUCHITSCH--Resumed 
XAMINATION --—- Continued 


BY DR. LATERNSER (Counsel for the OKii anc the General Staff) 

Qe Field Marshal, this mornin: we ha’ reached the period of 
before the outbreak of the ware u. August 25, 1938, the frist order for 
marchins was drawn. In those lay^, Cid Hitler civg you any report to the 
effect that negotiations would continue ? 

Ae He personally gave me the cszor for the rescincinz of the morder tc 
march in, anc on that occasion he tole me that necctiations with roland 
were still in progr 

Qs In contrast to the previsou cecupying of foreion areas, all prepara- 
tions before the Polish Campaizn nad been drawn up with a serious idea in 
minde Did the result lead you to believe that actually there wovld be a 
war then ? 
Zh. No, for the following reas-3s s: As to the Sudeten crisis, Hitler had 
hearc from the various militar leacers that military preparaticns hac not 
been taken seriously by them, for the preparations in their Scope were not 
commensurate with the seriousne f the task at hand Of course, it isa 
matter of course that if in poli “cal negotiations you wish to threaten with 
military might and means of might, there must be the absolute impression 
of sericusness so far as the negotiations are concernec and your own people 
are concerned, 
For this very reason, in the case of Poland Hitler, with all emphasis, 
had pressed for preparations with the idea that they were to be considered 


and taken seriously. 


Á second point, however, was to be added. On Hitler's order, a time 


Séhecule had been set up in which the various periocs of time, the various 


HIN 
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phases, were set down exactly. ^C y on his express order could a new phase 
be gone ihho, anc from this also ` could see that he wanted tc accommodate 
matters to political procedures, 

Qe At the beginning of the Folish campaign dil you know that an arrecment 
with the Soviet Union had been revchec, setting up a line of demarcation ? 

Ae No, I had no idea of that at all, 

Q After the conclusion of ths hostile action, hac you provided for 
military administration in Poland ? Why cidn't this take place ? 

Àe The high command of the army hau mace preparaticns an’ cirecticns 


to this effect, that as scon as possible, the appeasement of the occupied 


areas 5e brought about. At the bezinning of October, I learned about 
c 5 > 


excesses against the Poles, carried out by personalities who were not under 


the jurisdiction of the Army. i -epurtec these matters to the OKW and took 
the next occasion to tell Hitler -«rsonally and report to him on these 
matters personallye I asked him to see to it that matters like that be 
prevented once and for all. Hitler dic nct take any notice of this succes- 
tion of mince 

Frank originally had been provided as a civil commissioner to be un'er 
the military commander in chief of Foland, and in the second half of October 
he was charged with the entire Spuüere of the administration, The army re- 
linguished this authority. 

Qe As to the campaign against Poland, didn't tensicns arise between 

the OKW and Hitler, and if SO, what were the reasons ? 

A. there were constant conflicts with the leadership of the Party, and th: 
referred to the most varied points of origin, It would take me too far afi? 
to enunerate all of them, but I should like to stress just two points, 

Point 1 applied to the inf ence of the clergymen which I wanted to 
retained in the Army under all circumstances, an2 the second point applied 
to the influence which the leadership of the Party demanded cn complaints, 
The third point was the decree ct Gn and the foreizn women problem, which 


matter I answered in the form of à decree given to the AYMY o 
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Qe Now I should like to put a few questicns relatins to the time before 
the western offensive. 

In connection with the Polish campaign, did the OKH provide for an 
offensive azainst the western pove-s ? 

Ae Inno way was an offensive like that planned, On the basis of the 
order which I just mentioned previously , all preparations hac been prohi- 
bited and thereupon, as far as offensive measures were concerned, no 
Special measures had seen taken in advance. All directives and all direc- 
tivas which were issued after the Fol ish campaign, applying to the 


troops which were being sent to the west, were purely of a ^efensive nature. 
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Q. From whom did the plan to attack emanate? Who issued it? 
On the 27th of Scptember, 39, Hitler made his decision to attack in 


West, and he announced it public"*. He demanded that the necessiry pre- 


parations be made, which would have ^ be concluded by the 12th of November. 


Qe what position did you and > OKH take with refonence to this plan? 
4, England and Fronce had decl:..2d war on Germanye Both powers had not 
taken advantage of tho greatest mom ; of woaknoss on the part of Germany in 
September. Therefore, it was quosticnablo to mo now, at a timo when the 
Front was being strengthene., whether they would assomblo for a winter 
offonsive; and beyond that, I vorsor lly was in doubt whothcr these two powors 
scriously desired to wage wore I be ieved that in view of tho rcception which 
Chamborlain had in London after the .unich Agreement, and Daladicr in Paris, 
the receptions which both of them hac met with in thcir home citics, there 
would be no inclination toward a war at alle 
I belicved that the breaches of noutrality which had been undortaken on 
the part of the Allics up until tt time would, in the cyos of the world, not 
th so heavily on tho balancee Since the year 1914 I fully appreciated the 
violations of neutrality, and this w:s a recollection which had bcon scared 
into my consciousness. In my opini , this would apply inthis case to the 
ono that would be the first to oro. the border. Wo had looked into the 
quostion very acrefully in thoOKH o^ whethcr the crossing of the border for 
reasons of ground operations would be necessary as tho first stop. We had 
rcachod the conviction that this di^ not apply and wrs not thc casc, but that 
wo, if it was necessary at all, could take tho second parte 
Qe Did you call Hitlor's attontion to tho fact that in the evont of an 
offensive in the West, tho countrios of Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg would 
be drawn into hostile activitics? ° 
I took the very noxt opportunity at which I could talk with Hitler 
alone after the 27th of Scptomber, 1939. I used this opportunity to tell him 
my opinion. However, ho was not onen to any discussion, and remained stead- 
fast in his well-known opinione 


Qe Did you try to prevent the western offensive from being carricd throu; 
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Åe Before as well as afterwards, I was convinced that it would have to 
be possible to eliminate this entirc war for onee and all politically, and 
not deol with ite ,It considered i+ »atiness that Europe once more would have 
to torture herself and tear herself to pieces instead of working together 


with a common task and by peaceful means to promote devolopmente 


The Wehrmacht, according to thc principle of "Sine Pace Somper Bellum", 


was in line with this, The German soldicrs of every rank had boen trained 
with the thought of defcnding their homeland and protecting their country. 

Cid not think about wars of c5rossion or conquest, or the expansion of 
Gorman domination over other peoples e 

It was quite clear to mo that the entire question could bo cleared up 
only in a political manner, if tho sincere will to do it that way existed. 
Any and all political developments, of course, need timc; and I was only 
concerned with providing this time for these political negotiations, matters 
upon which I had no influence, however. I asked on the 5th of November, 
1959, to be granted en audience wit: tho Fuchrer. I knew that I would be ablc 
$o uso only purely political reasons, and I did this with thc consent of the 
army e 

Hitler listened to my statements quietly. Then he flew into a rage, so 
that any further conversation was quite impossible. So I lofte On tho cvon- 
ing of the same day, the order was issued to attack on the 12th of Novenber, 


and the order of the 7th of November was rescinded. 


ibi of poor weather in order to gain time 


È 


Did you not even use the a 

and to postpone matters? 

fie I pointed out tho fact that if we were to march in at all, on 
account of the difficult terrain, only if we had an extended period of good 
weather would this becpossiblee But above all the usc of tho Luftwaffe was 
dependent on a long period of good weather, 

Qe And after tho address of itler to tho Ecnorals on the 23rd of 
November, 1939, which has been discussed herc quite frequently, how did you 
offer your resignation? How did th t come about? 


Ae On the 23rd of November, i.. the evening, one more, I was ordered 
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to appear before the Fuchror, In a longthy discussion with him alone, he once 
more raised all the accusations against the army. In the course of this 
conversation, I offered to resign, which offer he rejected by saying that I 
to do my duty just like every other soldicr. Through ‘these incidents a 
breach had occurred which had to be glossed over painstakingly, but which was 
ctely mended. 
To what extent, in your capacity as commandor-in-chiof of the army, 
did you participate in the plan to occupy Norwar and Denmark? 
4. I was in no way connected with it. 
Did you participate in the preparation and carrying throurh ^f this? 
Qe Thon the compaign in tho West started. J hat time, what was your 
rolationship with Hitler? 
hs I have alrca mod boforc, if was difficult. In the course 


r 


of the campairn in the and lirgor differ- 
ences. I should like t ite but one This concerned the stopping of the 
Gorman Panzers before Dunkir This was a mtter which brough about a serious 
conflict. It was a result of that that the mass of E glish personnel of the 
British Expeditionary Force escaped to England across the Channel. 
Q. On the part of t KH, afte conclusion of the campaign in the 
West, were measures for demobilizati n worked on, or were thoy 
Ae At thnt timo, two measures were taken. A commission for demobiliza- 
tion was established, and secondly a number of generals wore asked whcthor 
wished to remain in the army after the conclusion of tho nonce. 
And what was your collaboration in the decision to intervono in 
Greece and Yugoslavia? 
I did not participate in any way in these decisions, ‘then, with 
the chief of the Goneral Staff, Gencral Halder, I was ordored by the Fuchrer 
to appear before him, he recoived us with the words, "I have decided to 


destroy Yugoslavia". And then ho cited the reasons for his decision. I 


belicve they are well know already, 
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Qe At that time, was there a plan for any interference in Yugoslavia 
or Greece? 


^» No, neither a plan nor any preparation. 3 Ci^ not even have maps/ 
Qe nd where were yo 
Germany? 


A. The divisions had to bo brought in from all parts 


Occupied Countries, 
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Q Is the assertion of Field Marshal von pP ulus true 
that the occupetion of the Balkans wa of the prerequi- 
sites of 

is & mistake on the 
Paulus. Tho Juszoslavian question was tho dirc 
of the overthrow there. Bsfore that tin 
previous, Jugoslavia had joinod tho Tripar 
was the result of tho En-clish landing in Grooco and the cate 
astrophio pi Oi the Italians in Albania. 

Q Now, let us turn to the 
your attitude with reference to 
Soviet Union ? 

Trade 4:roeuent was concluded i: 

with the Soviet Union and we had hailed 
stcp we pre jui o to the fact that 
period of 2 st woul concluded, and 
beyond that, roeny would be able to take 
position of a bridge, since sho was situated 
the heart of Zuro»oc. 

Dic any military leader sugges 
tacking the Sovict ! 

No, never. 

4 When did Hitler tell you for the vory first tine that 


the possibility of war with the Soviet Union would be cone 


fect that he was worried, that tho attitude of 

chango. Thoroupon, I talked with the chiof of the General 
Staff and told hia that wo would havc to 

ta involvod, for in this connection we hed 

up until thet tine, 


Were thero any maps in existence ? 


a Neither maps nor anything olse. In the month of Sep- 


tember, Hitler ordered that the question of Russia would have 


to be investigated ana looked into. In ijy opinion, no decision 
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to be carried throu?h was in existence; in any event, it was 
hot expressed, «ll the work which was done was work for the 
General Steff and they were precautionary measures, measures 
which had to bo taken everywhere in a case of that nature. 

^0 Did tne transfor of the Soviet Divisions, after the 
conclusign of the jestorn campaign, have any connection with 
the Eastern campaign, and if so, whet were the reasons for 
this trensfer of divisions to the Eest ? 

« The transfor of tho divisions had been started soon- 
or, and the reasons for it woro guite different, 
ring 2long tho Russian-Germen demarcation line in 
the main, was carried out by Zollgrenzschutz. Border inci- 
dents had been ascorteined. The Zollgrenzschutz ( Border Pro- 
tection) was needed in other Spots very urgently. The ss 
tonáed to take over tho border werk of the Zollgrenschutz 


for that reason they wanted to sot up now units, but that I 


wanted to prevent. For these reasons Hitler was requested to 


4ivisions transferred from the vest to the East; 
addition to that,we wanted to relieve France of the 
burden of meny divisions which were stationed in France. 

4 Did.the OXi, in the conforence of the 4rd of February 
1941, heve eny misgivings ebout a war with the Soviet Union? 

DR. LaTENSER: I refer to document 18 a=-PS, USA-134, 

My Lord. 

4 accordin: t baton made by Hitler in the caso 
of Russis, 2 were concerned with the,fact that if a war was 
to arise a it w t a )Povantivo war. In the con- 
fcrence I limited Ayself to tho purcly military nissivings 
and doubts. Colonel Goneral Helder and I reported on thos 

Point l was the size of the Russian area which to- 
day Cannot bo bridged. The socond point was’ the population 
density, and with thet tho large number of rosorves thich 
wore trained and at their disposal, and the point of viow 


"5$ culture of tho Russian population as coripared with tho 


15h00 





NN 


year 1418, matters about which I could check nysolf when I 
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was a gucst of the Red Army in the year 1951. Point 3 was 
the high arms potential on the part of Russia. according to 
our ostiaato, Russia at that time had at her comand approx- 
imately 10,000 tanks, Panzers. Hitler must have given sone 
thought to these problems, for he acted immediately and roe 
futod tho first two points; namely, bu Seying tha! 
sition of tho Soviots was very much in disfavor 
Russian pop ulation; that the system would collap 
thing would depené only on the decisiveness 

48 far as tho third point was 
of armament, ho ficntioned, on the basis of tho 
he always had at his Command, which he kepi 
the armament of Russia could not be at the lovol which wo 
imagined it to bc. Exact prof, however, we did not have at 
our disposal. 


Q Therefore, Hitler did not entertain or give any 
thought to tho mi Sivings which you hed? 
4 à further discussion he would hot enter 


^ 


Q When did you toll tho Commanders in chio 
coaaand about tho blans with reéard to Russia? 

S On the 18th of September, 1940, the OKH issuod this 
order and Subsequontly, at tho ond of Decembor, tho first di- 
rective went to the Arny groups. 

Q What fora and shape did your relationship with Hite 
ler take at tho boginning of the Russian canpaien ? 

a During the Russian caŭpaign tho difficulties in- 
ereased more and more. Fron tho wealth of the incidents 
that took place, Should like to pick out but two. Tho 
arny had, in tho areas occupied by it, oneo nore rostorod 
the churches for services to be used by tho population as 
far as possiblo, | Gorman clergymon had been active at 
the roquost of tho population, Houovor, Hitlor prohibitod 


all of this, and now tho remarkable picture arose thet the 


clergymen of tho Roumanian, Hungarian and Italian divisions 
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point was the question about the operational carrying on or 
conduct of the wer, If you started a war, then the 
position for the continuance of the war in tho following 
year had to be set up, and in my opinion and that of the High 
Command, the area around Moscow--not the city itsolf--pluyod 
a decisive role. It is a traffic center which is centralized 
there, and according to that, the presupposition for 
oro wore nua- 

ercus armament installations which made it possible to carry 
in armies. The OX, therefore, was of the opinion that af. 
ter the Dnioper-Siolonsk lino had beon reached 
would have to cone into possession of tho entire Moscow re- 
gion., However, Hitler w 
the décisive inportance o 
offensive at Kicv. A decision in this atter 
hin and later, too late, the offensive in tho Moscow region, 
because of weather conditions, was coming t be a failure. 

Q Regarding tho Eastern canpaign, I should like to pleas 
up certain nattors of Subordination. Do you know of an az 


ment between the Gsneral Quartermaster of tho “ray, Gonoral 


er, and Hoydrich concerning the use of the Binsatz groups? 


à It was reported to me that a conforoneo betwe 


eral Vagner and the Chief of tho sg Hauptant, 

take place. This conference was to regulate or: 

questions which were necessary in order that the youth, 
decreed by Hitler, have coanandoos in the operational area 


the aray, to have those nattors settled, 
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It was reportec to me that on this point we were concerned with the 


matter of crossing the boundarics with the questions of economic welfare 


and sup ly, and the right to traverse hi hways I know nothin 


further about this. Nothins else was reported to me, and whether anything 


else was directed I don?t know, but the only thin: that mi ht have been of 
concern was thet perhaps the question was discusso? that if com anc 


that nature would be sent into combat at the front lines, then 


they w 
under the comman of the military comaan er, anc all cirectives for these 
commanc6s tock place according to official channels fron the neichsfuchrer S. 


the Army Croups,and th: rogucst of the army liaison comuandos had been rivon 
» t < J 


them but tasy had only the task.of infor ins these comnancos chout the 


purpese of the operation as far as it appliec te m In this Cecroe of th 


OK. it seys, regarding the ; urpos f these cou»andos s It 


is intendec ^. territories, as s.cn as possible, will bo made 


into poliz:e21 states anc in 


1 


crder to prepare tho meausres, those commandos 
usec, If there is anything else, I was not infornec, 
Dic General Warner report to you that throu h these Binsstz Groups, 
many directives wul' be carried cut ? 


NOo 


The witness 8S Schellenberg: was interre: ated hero. anc he stated that 


was of the conviction that the OKW new Cirectives and had ree 


to the cuwariders in chief thri uch official channels, 


peakin- cf a convicti n, not of a certainty, anc this convic- 


i was this matter ? 
fie he subordination cf the Einsatz Commandos as I have menticnec was 
set up in n a way that all orders emanatec y from the 2eichsfuchrer 


SSe They were not suborcinatec to the Army in ony way 


aye 
about supply ? Were they subordinate. te the army in that way ? 
Ae Noy not even $n that way, They were depencent to receive their suppli 
from the army for there was no pther way of supplying then. 
Qe Do you know of official reports ? Dic you receive them from these 


Ejnsatz Groups ? 
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Ae Noe 

Qe Now, the matter of the Waffen SS will have tc be clearec. up as well, 
Just what was the subordination pr the responsibility of the Waffen SS to 
the Army ? 

Ae The Waffen SS was subordinated to the Army only for tactical purpose: 
It was subordinated to the Army neither for Ciscipline nor for judicial meat 
They had no influence whatsoever s the Army hac nc influence on dem>tions 
or promotions of people and so forth. 

Qe To whom was the Waffen SS suborcinate if it was outside of a tactical 

strict ? That is , not a battle or operational area. 

In any event, rct the Army or 0.K.i. 
And ta whom was it subordinate in its home arca 2 
The Reichsfuehrer SSe 
the Waffen SS paid. out of the bucret 
Not from the budget of the ATTY e 
ancl the budget in the Luftwaffe wovld be le 

Ae Even as little as far as I am interestede 

it hac its ow armament office, clothing office, acministrative 
Between the Waffen SS Civision and the Wehrmacht there wa 
l contact when this división wa actually in combat ? 

Ae It was under the Army at the mcment when it was used in the operation: 

area, anc in order to be transported off, it was put at the army's Cisposal 

Ge Would this presumption be true if I were tc Say that between a 
Waffen SS division and the Army, no close connecticn existe. as if, for ins- 
tance, an Italian or Spanish divisicn woul have been subordinate to the 
Army for an operational battle ? 

Ae That would have been similare 

Qe In general, what was the relati nship of the leadership of the 

Waffen SS to that of the army Luftwaffe or Navy ? Was that an enormous 
one ? 

Ae In a battle, yes, otherwise there was very little connection, 

Qe Fiel Marshal, can you give us the circumstances uncer which Hitler 


issued the Commissar orcer ? 
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Àe In March, 1941, Hitler had ordered the military leaters, in a rather 
lengthy address, that these were the reasons for the attituce towar” Russi: 
and he stated that in this case it was 2 battle 
ideological nature and that we could not ficht with such chivalrous methods 
which the Army was used to carryine through; that he knew that the 
could not claim this opinion as their own, anu that he was cemen in. the al 
solute carrying throu-h of the orders he hac issued an’ in connection wi 
this, he issued the order dealine with the treatment to be accoried the 
comnissarse 
Qe “hat did you do in order to prevent the carryin 
and to prevent excesses on the part cf the tr 

A, After the conclusion of the conference after Hitler ha^ left, some 
the commancers-inechief came to me and I remember particularly well that 
the commancierseinechief of three army Groups, von “unistect, von B ies 
and von Leeb and ancther group of loa'/ers came to me in a rather excited 
fashion over this matter saic that the carryin: out of this order 
impossible for theme I ac i with them an? tola them that as far 
OKH was concerned no orde ike that woulc be issuec. I also tol: 
that I would have tc ink thinzs ove what sters T wulg actually n 
to takes In the meantime, I had come to knew Hii? 32 vell, to know that 
once he had reached a decisicn and a i his case, Le hac made it public, 
that is, he had told it to the milita 7 ership immeciately thereupon, 
I kenw that uncer no circumstances woule he be lisauades from this 
position for anything ii e wrice I knew also that I ha. to 
hand over to the Army and had to agree with then wen they said that they di 
not want to follow th s ordere For this reason I issued 
with disciplino, 

Ge And what was the wording, the approximate wording 

4. It is not possible for mc to sive you the wordinz, however 
of the order, briefly, were as follows $ Discipline in the army 
carried throuch alon; the lines and re-ulati ons as ay lied 
and this was to be strictly observed. The attituce toward 


was tomain correct in every Way, an. no excesses were ti 
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we “ould an open refusal against Hilter be successful ifi you tareatened 
to resign ? 

A. As I have already said, no, 

We Now, one more question dealin:; with the Eastern campaigne Did the 
German Army, in 191, in its push throuch Russia, finc consi ers5lo Gstruc- 
tion which the Soviet army had done itself when it retrested ? 

A. The picture was quite as we expected it to be From the tine that 
applies to a century earlier, the lack of consiceration in Russia for her 
own country was well knowme Theres were numerous railroais which had been 
destroyed; other installations, It was mine? in such a way that even 
though we worked for months they could harcly be used 
cities we met special commandos, Russians, wh: ha 
through the firinz of the cities 
In Kiev and other cities we found nines which hai been prepared by them ti 
mines which caused us considerable Camaze, 

Before the entry of Italy into the war, or before the declaration of 
war on America, were you advised in advance ? 

Noe Both incicents I regretted t. 

Were military agreements w: 

I do nct even know then today 

on S oro dealing with the testimony of Giscvius is know 
throu:h the fact that I gave them to you f ur perusal Do 
the witness Gisevius 

&. In April 1946, I learned of the existence of Nre Gisevius for the fir 


time from the papers, In th. papers I reac that he was to appear as a wit: 


dif» 


1 


I would have read the particulars anyway because the name was kn own tc me 


a Dr. Gisevius, in the 90's, was a personal physician 





qunm ame 


Qe But the witness pave varicu- and quite detailed statements about your 
: 


person anu especially tc the effect that he talkec with you abcut a -eneral 
Putsche lihat can you say about thai ? 

åse I believe that anyone who knows me but a little bit would lauch at the 
thought that I, together with a young person wh. is ertirely strange to ME y 
wuld speak about plans of a Putsch against thehead cof the states I can 
try to reconstruct the picture from the records ani from these writin:s, I 
received the impression that this is a combinaticn which is without any 
background and I believe that a man is involved here who believes that the 

entire earth is revolving about Li; alone, 

Qe “Sisevius further stated that the generals had enriched themselves, Is 
that ture ? 

4e I don't quite know in which Waye 


u yourself receive any cnations ? 


Fielinsrshal, you furnished t». afficuvits to tho presecution, USA 
Exhibit Noe 1532 and affidavit Noe `, USA Exhibit 535; both of them with the 
date of the 7th of Movember 1945 that time were you under arrest ? 

Ae Two American officers hac asked ne to tell them about the orga 
of the army anc so forth. 
e Fielcuarshal, I believe you misunderstood moe I asked you whether at t 
time that you deposed these affidavits whether you were under arrest ? 
sir what was that =. please ? 

I asked you if at the tine that you «eposed the affidavits whether 

you were uncer arrest at the tiro ? 
Ae Since the 19th of October of the previous year, I have been in the 
prison at Nurnberg here under arreste 
Ge And about these affidavits, vlo set down these statements ? 
Ae They were drafted by two american officers, 
we nd who demanded wh. asked yov for these statements ? 
That, I don't know, the name: weren't mentioned, 
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Qe Were you told for wh.t purpo:- these statements were to be put ? 

te Noe On the basis of the conferences which took place prior to that, 
I assumed that they were to serve for the .urpose cf information dealing 
with organization anc was to be used by experts, 

Qe Did you make any alterations ? 

A. I uncertook to make a series of alterations but I can't tell you how 
marny e 

Qe These statements, that is, in your opinion, of course, could they be 
misuncerstood ? 

A. Even after I had made the chances, in my opinion, they were clear, in 
connection with the conversations that ha? taken place previcusly. They 
were a series of conversations in which I was tolo that we were not uncer 
oath as w tnesses, a matter of which of course was of no consequence 
anyway but it was the purpose to inform about organizations 
were discussed and looked at from “.fferent anclese 

In sizning affidavit No, 2, which also contains a schedule or a draft, 
misht not be correct or mizhs be misuncerstocd ? 

Ae I pointed to the fact that this chart misht be misuncerstoc 
receivec answers that matters vo" 
very important in the first place, 

ge Affidavit Noe 1, USA Exhibit Noe 531 which C:;lcnel Genera 
wicnoc on the same day, agrees word for word anc completely with the excep= 
ticn of the last paragraphs you were interrogated commonly with Halder ? 

A Yos, 

Qe You just mentioned a moment AO, in the sivnine of affidavit No, 2, y 
pointed t. the fact that the chart was incorrect, New, I shall have this 
chart presented to you ani I shou!’ like to ask you just what is wrono in 


it? 


he This chart may bring about "isun:erstandin s, 


THE F(ESI ENT: Hacn't you Letter ask the witness -- if he is your 


witness -- whether there is anytb i; wron: about the affidavit ? 
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Jie LiuTERNSERs Mr, President, I beg your pardon, I didn't anderstand 
you for I was listening to the wrong channel. 

THE PWESIDENT: Hadn't you better ask hiim whether there is anything wr 
in his affidavit ? He hadn't yet said there was anything wrong about that, 

Jie. LiTERNSERs$ Mre Fresicent, I shall turn to that presently, yes, in 
deed, In connection with this, first cf all I wanted to ask the witness a- 
bout this draft anc the further questions, of course, will follow, 

THE WITNESS¢ This chart may be misinterpreted, especially in so far 
as the lines are concerned and if you wish to shcw the hierarchy through 
this chart then, in my gnanion, 21.1. the staffs of the OK and the various 
branches of the wehrmacht do not belonz in this chart. 

THE i RESIDENT: The Tribune would like to know now whether this 

with/ 
witness is sayins that there is a ching wrong this affidavit whether it 
is not turc, 
ite LaTERNSER: Yes, Mr, Fresicente 
BY DR. LATERNSiRs: 
Ge Fielcmarshal, in affidavit Noe 2, you usec the word "gruppe" four 
times. Is this expression ===- 

TEE PRESIPENT} I said 3 "The Tribunal would like to know now whether 
this witness says there is anythi..: untrue in his affidavits anc. we want t 
know it now, Do you unterstand tne maning of the word "nowt ? 

Dite LaTERNSERs Yes, indeed, 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I Wil .ek the witness 


CN 


Qe  Fielémarshal von Brauchitsch, are you saying that there is anything 


"team $ 


in your affidavits, your tv affidavits, hich is ánaccurate or untrue 3 
Ae Nos nothing which is untrue ` it something: which can be unjorst. l 

THE INTERIRETER} Something which is implic s I imacinc, is what he 
means e 


BY THE , RESIDENT s 


i» Soemthin; which you mean might be lisleadingz ? 


Ae  Vari.us questions which might lead to error--- cone thinz is the chart 
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and the second thing which might 3.5! to error is the sXpPession "gruppe! = 
groups -- the expression, the wor” "gruppe" which I understand in the same 
way as a figure or rum^er but not as a collection of a series of officers 

in an organizational >r spiritual way, for there existed between the various 
branches of the Whermacht no connection whatsoever --- rather, the connectior 
here was at the top of the Wehrmacht, Adolf Hitler, an Hitler personally 


always played off one branch of the Whermacht acainst another anc repeatedly 


in this way, he talked about the navy anc. the Luftwaffe anc their commanders- 


1 


in-chief and I know that he Cic the same thin about the army and myself, 
The expression "ruppe" can be misuncerstcod ane is misleacing in the 
formulations set down herce It was uncerstancable cnly in the continui y 
with the conversations that we h sfore, 
BY DR. LiATERNSER: 

Qe Fielcmarshal, this epxression, this word "gruppe" eer ups; 
this expression yourself when you talked with the prosecution ? 


Ae ell, I really can't tell t -5eactly. It is quite p SSsible, for unie 
do not uncerstane anythinz different than a number of 
or a series but not anything crzanizaticnal or somethin: closely knit 


4e in the sense that you just -sntioned now, that was the sense that you 


wanted to Clarify when you 


this interrogation by the ; rosecution 

dealin: with this point, had you used the word "cruppe"= croups, in connec- 
tion with the highest military lea ership ? 

4. Noy for a group like that didn't actually exist, noither in an or-a- 
rLiz-tion nor in a spiritual way CL^ it existe In the German army we only 
ko the organization == division corps, army, or whatever the case micht be, 

NOW, I shall turn to my last question. Fieldmarshall at the end of th 

year 194l you resigned, What were the reasons for your resignation ? 

Ae In the summer of 194l, the influence was prowin stronzer and stronger 
on the part of Hitler dealing wit: all questions of the army and the complete 


lack of influence of the OKH in all s.heres cf political and economic admini: 
15410 
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tration of the Occupied Countries, and the inner-contradictions against 


the podicy drafted by Hitlor,. In the autumn of 1941, this tension increasec 
Still more anc parallel with that, there were the constant battles with the 
leadership of the party, who wanted to make known its influence on the army 
more and more, As there was no possibility any lonzer of bringinz about 

a change in any way and as hard a^ it was for me to make that deicis n to 
leave the army =-= in which millions had lost their lives -- and to separate 
myself from this army, nevertháless I decided to take the decisive Stope 

On the 7th of December 1941, I asked Hitler, when I was alone with him, to 
relieve me of my office. He answered me that he would have to think about 
this ani that I was for the moment nct to speak about this matter, On the 
17th of Lecember, when we were alone together, he tid me that he had decided 
to take over command of the army himself anc the reason he ave for doing 
this was, that the entire confidence which he was enjoying in the ary, 
considerin: the seriousness of the winter offensive, that he would have 

to tést this confidence he enjoye. in the army. On the 19th of Zecember 


he again told me not to say agything and on the 19th I received the order : 
and on the 20th in the evening, I journeyed tc my home and I dicn't see Hit? 
after that, Hitler was the fate cf Germany anc this fate was inevitable an 
coulc not be stopped, 

zi: I have no :'rther questions to put to this witness. 


Ihe Tribunal will acjourn, 


(à recess was taken), 





Cumoletti 


1 


Does the Prosecution wish to cross-examine? 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY GENZ?AL TELFORD TAYLOR: 

Q Witness, Brauschitsch, the Counsel for the General Staff has made refer- 

ence to two affidavits. Can you hear me? Can the witness hear me? 
Yes, 

Q The Counsel for the General Staff has made reference to two affidavits 
which you signed, Dia you have full opportunity to make changes in those affidav? 
before you signed them? 

A Yos, I 

9 
will as} i à copy of the original of affidavit Number 2 be shown to 
& you, in fact, make change he affidavits before you Signed them? 


aid not understand your gucstion. 


id you make chanzos in the a affidavits before you Signed then? 


he last sentence in the affidavit I have just 
hand 


you mean? 


The very la t scntence, page 2. Is that last sentence entirely in your 


g 


read it please? 
ence in your owm handwriting? 
those departments drawn in the sketch is in fact the dir- 


ection 


Q sentence 

said before, 

"hereupon it was stated to me that it wes a known fact. For that 

rred the sketch to those departments of the hierarchy. 

the sketch is attached she affidavit which you signed and the last sen- 
tence as you have ready says, "in the hands of those departments drawn in the 
sketch is in fact tho direction of the entire armed Forces", There is no misunder- 
standing or qualification about that ERI is there? 


isla ALL 


201 —0070 
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4 General, only as far as I have pointed it out to you. The individual par 
mentioned on the sketch, as they have been drawn, did not belong, but belonged 
directly and not actually to them, and are all tho parts of this working staff. 

"NSONLL TELTORD TAYLOR: Your Honor, with respect to the questions concerni 
the Eastern Front, bear in mind that the witness, von Mannstein, who is next to 
be called, was on the Eastern Front and remained there toll 19h, while tho wit 
ness, von Brauchitsch; retired in 191. The Prosecution prefers to reserve this 
question for the next witness, von Mannstein, With resp.ct to tho questions on 
aggressive w refare, referred to documents which are before the Tribunal for a 
long timo, the American Prosecution sees nothing to be gained by putting them 
before this witness. accordingly, tho Amcrican Prosecution has no further quest, 
ions for the witness, 

PRESIDINT: Did you hear that? Does the Chief Prosecution wish to ask 
any q.cstions? 
BY GTN TAL AL^XANDOOV: 
Q “iness, you are now here today and say that the seizure of -Czocho-Slovak: 


did not reclly take > and that in any case if it did take placc, you were nc 


indsed 
e you 6 aware of the plans? 

"Flan Green" was known to no but it referred to something quite 
different. The "Plan Green" was compiled earlier, based on the fact that a 
joint attack from Pratz, in Czecho-Slovakia, was to take place against German. 
I myself did not know the details of "Plan Green", 

thc "Flan Green" dealt with the seizure of Czechoslovakia, is that 
right? I renasck, the plan called "Green" was a plan for the scizure and attack- 
ing of Czechs-Slevakia, was it not? 

äe AS far as I know, "Plan Green" was only connected with an attack without 

a declaration cf war on the part of Czecho-Slovakia, and was called "Green", 


T cA EE AE ERU . : 
in that casc, I she remind you of another docum:nt. Hitler's decree 


We 
of 30 May 1938, the first copy of which was sent to you as Commander=in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces, This directive was issued for the purpose of fulfilling 
the nlan, I shali read into the record, out of the second section of the decreo, 


i T 
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000 


which states, "It is my decision that Czecho-Slovakia, in the nearest future, 
wili have to be conquered thoroughly by means of one decisive military operation’ 
Do you remember this directive? Have you known about it? 

Ae That directive I know, yos, 

Qe It shows then that there was really a plan for seizure and invading 
Czecho-Slovakia, is that no so? 

I don't understand the meaning of that question. 

Qs I am asking you, was there actually, in reality, this "Plan Green" for 
seizing Czocho-Slovakia, or was thor. no such plan? 

A. In say 1938, that idca of Hitler was commented to me for the first 
timc, But you have to take in consideration in this ¢onnection thet Hitler, as 
gcnorali known, was always using tho strongest possible expressions. I was 


- 


extroncly difficult to derive from his speeches, the actual, true will, 





ee UT MIA 
H0201 - 0073 


Q The next quostion is this, Tell me, witness, by what means did you 
learn about conversations between General Wagner and Heydrich of the Security 
Police? How did you know that talks were taking place between those two men? 

A From m report received fron General Wagner e 

Was General Wagner subordinate to your office? 
He came under the Chief of theGeneral Staff and that came out of my 
office e 

Q Docs that mean that the talks between General Wagner and Heydrich 

cano to your knowledge? 


A I dontt understand, 


Q Does that mean that the talks between General Wagner and Heydrich 


were taking place with your knowledgo? 

À Afterwards it was reported to me, 

Q And you told me a moment ago that you knew nothing whatever about 
operation plans made by the SD as a result of such talks and that you did not 
know that such talks were carriod on, but that all plans were made in close 
harmony with the armed forces? 

I shall repeat the testimony. There was an order of the OK to the 
effect that the Reichsfuehrer SS was to appoint commando units and they were 
to prepare the necessary steps for the transfer of strength to the political 
State. Nothing more than that was ever known to ne and General Wagner did not 
make a anar to mee No other reports of any kind ever reached mee Had I 
received these reports, I would have, just as in the case of Poland, t aken steps 
against theme I would not have watched and looked on, had I known of theme 

Q You were notoven aware of the fact that these operationsl groups worked 
in close contact with the High Command of tho Amy? Did you know abcut that? 

4 No, they did not work together with the OKW. 

Q I shall quote an extract from Exhibit 0180, which is a report of a 
mecting of the SD on Oetcber 15, 1941. The report of the operational group , I 
quote : 

"Einsatzgruppe A has just reached the region of the concentration of the 
forces, as ordered on June 26, 19ll. The northern army group consisted of the 
16th to the 18th armies and the lth Panzer Division has marched a day ahead of 


theme Our problem consisted of establishing liaison with the commanders in chie/ 
15415 
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of these groups. It might be noted that the relatkónship of the armies are 
the best and the closest. Frequently liaison is so close that operations can 
be planned almost individually, particularly with the Commando corps. From 
the very beginning in the campaign toward the east, it has been quite clear 
that the special work of the Security Police will consist not only of work in 


the rear,but also work in the front lines and in lines around the f ront lines," 


Q Do you still say you know nothing of this close contact and planning 


between the Security Police and tho Army? 


^ 


4 No report reached me about it and consequently I knew nothing about 
ite : 
Q You stated here that you decided not to follow Hitler!s decrees 
about special treatment accorded to Sovict commissarse Did I uhderstand 
you right? 

A Yese 

Q What was Hitler's reaction to your disregard of his decree on t his 
subject? 

À Maybe he never heard of it =» he never reactede 

Q Did you ever notify Hitler that you disregarded his decree and that 
you did not want to follow it? 

A Noe 

Q How did it happen that actually the decree was carried out and a grea‘ 
many Soviet cormissars were annihilated in accordance with the decree which 
you stated you ordered should not be fol lowed? 
À I an not in a position to do so, because I never received &report 
about ite I only received the report that the order had not been carried oute 
Q Another questione When counsel for the defense asked you your 
reasons for leaving the army, you stated that you retired,even though you 
loved the army, because of a difference of opinion in Hitler's policy and 
because of these differences, you asked for and received the right to resign. 
Is that corroct? 

A Yes, 

Q That means that those generals, who did not agreo with Hitler's 


policy and his form of governnent, did have the right to 
15h16 
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follow his policy, Is that correct? 

À Unfortunately no. Hitler had explicitly ordered thatno cne was allowed 

to go away from his command. One coulc aot go if one wanted toe In my case, 
l could because he needed a Scapegoat, a scapegoat because of the failure of 
the Russian campaigne That expressed itself in the propaganda spread in 
Germany, in vhich I was blamed for these matters, 

Q Ihave no more questions, Mr, Presidente 

RE-EXAM NATION 
BY DR. LiTERNSER: 

Q I have only a very few questi us » Which I wish to put concerning 
statements of the ross-cxaninatione In this Document No, 0180, which has 
been quoted by tho Russian Prosecutor, Jolonel General Hoeppner, is boing 
menti ned. Did you know Colonel General Hoeppner well? 

4 I have mom hin since l9lh, Hews my chief of staff in Ppussia 
I know him extremely well. 

You surely knewhis attitude then with regard to the use of force? 

Genera. Hoeppner was a straightforward and honest soldier. He would 
refuse to do anything which would not be in keeping with his education and his 
method of being brought upe 

Q Is Colonel General Hoeppner alive? 

À He was a victim of tho events of July 20th, 

Q In other words, it was because of his action against such methods, he 
was sentenced to death. Is that right? 

& Yos, it ise 

Q You admitted in that report that in so far as the offices mentioned, 
there was a conection, 

A The only way I could mention what happened is, as I said earlier in 
ny testimony, that is in regard to my negotiation with General Wagner and Heydric} 


Namely, there was a question of cooperation t aking place on the fighting front. 


Conditions in tie north were extraordinarily difficulte Part of tho Russians 


were behind them and then there were tho difficulties of bringing up reinforce- 
ments md repairs. I can well imagine that these groups may have been used in 
I never received the reports about that, 
Did you know General Wagner well? 
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À Yes, I did, 

Q What was his attitude in regar? to this report? 

à He committed Suicide July 2: > 1912. He was against the whole System 
and any measures which would have been a contradiction of rights, decency and 
humaniby or any violations of the rules of the Hague and Geneva conferences, 

The ecnference with Heydrich would have been communicated to hiu, that is of the 
Special acti:n ETOP. 

Q Ne would have made a report to you? 

i YeSe 

Q Thank you, I have no further questions, 

Hii PRESIDENT: Witness, did you vead the evidence of the witness, 
Gisevius? 
IE WITNESS: Yes, sir, 

THE PRESIDENT: Are you tolling the Tribunal that insofar as it refers 
to yourself, it is entirely untruo? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, 

THE PRESIDENT: I want to ask you. another questione When the Commis sar 
order was communicated to Jou, before the war with the Soviot union was made, 
what orders did you give? 

I hal given the order, which I menti. ned earlier, I tried 
to carry on discipline and see that correct treatment was to be accorded to the 
Population on the part of the German Soldiers. In other words, the perpetrators 
were to be punished, 

PRESIDE That is, do you Say that you did not give any orders 
directly referring to tho Commissar Orccr? 

THE WITNESS No; I could not, I did not reecive the order directly, 
but I dia give an order which unmistakably gave my views and Convictions, 


HE PRESIDENT: ` You gave your order in writing, did you? 


THE PRESIDENT: Are you telling the Tribunal- that you never lmew during 


the last of 1941 that the Commissar order was being Carried out? 
THE WITNESS: Mre President, I am not trying to hide factse I am merely 
trying to Say that I did not receive any reports on it and consequently could 


not say anything about ite When I made inquiries about it, I only reeeived the 
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ied out 
information that the order was not carried " 


THE F J ES IDE? T e Well then you a =) S i ng t 1a t S far as you know it was 
5 ay o * a 
Í R N 


m ` . " g M4 ? 
y IC oil ed? 
STDENT: T : on] y tryi ne t ^ fi n el ^ ut what you a i ‘] c Th e wi tne St 
i 
l or 
» ar 
r lre fitness, did y ou war v to Say a J thin more . 
nay no V et . E 


THE WITNESS: Noy Mre President. 
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DR. LATESNNSER: As mv second witness I am going to call Field Marshal von 
Mannstoin, 


RICH VON MANNSTEIN, a witness, took the stand and tostifiod as follows: 


Will you state your full namc, please? 
erich von Xannstoin, 
Q Wil. you repeat this oath after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure truth 
and will withold and add nothing, 
(The witness repoated the oath.) 


d PRESIDENT: You may sis down, 


DI iECT &XAi TNATION 
———— aans 


BY DR. Lali IwNSER: 
"tordi arshal, what was the last position you held? 
"y last appointment was the Suprone Commander of the Army Group South. 
How cid you achieve that position? 
I w-s given that position in Novonbor 19h42 on the Strength of an order 
tier, 


The ronaining Supreme Commanders were appointed in a similar way, weren't 


(S. 
Vor many years you have held important positions in the General Staff. 
In which capacity? 

A In tho last war I was in the General Staff of the Troop. Then in 1929 1 
joined tho Rosich Ministry for the Armed orccs, there I joined the First Depart- 
ment of the Troop Department, 

Q "as the General Staff an elite of the armed forces? 

A The Gefleral Staff officers were an elits as far as on the basis of their 
tactical abilities they were selected and also on the Strength of their character. 
they were not influencing the army as their views were exactly the sameas the 

of all other officers. .s to tho estion of dictating tho tons of the 
5 


there cannot be any question of thate The Navy did not have a General 


‘ir "orco was conc rnod, as far as I can judge, the General 
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TUE Mie 
e Yllch, Udet, 


ehrmacht General € 


can hardly speak of 


the eneral Staff have important influence on all military plans and 


was it, shall we say 


y, tho spiritual inflvence of the army? 


Ministry of the teich, the Gen:ral Staff in its var- 


with certain questions as far as they concerned the 


employment of troops, «3s far as all other sphcres of 


concerned on the other hand, they were in the hands of the various 


ments or th. Army Insp..ctorates 


Gen.ral Staff, 


as the actual life of ths troops was 


in 


partments I mentioned, 
Gencral Staff passe’ an opinion? 
Staff could deal with the questions t-alt 
troop departments, 


entirely out- 
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Qe Was the chief of thc General Staff the decisive adviser of Fi: 

= ; As F ~9 Y^ = 
or was it the supremo commander of tho Army and Air orco? Who was he: 

4, One cannot possibly say that the Chief of the General Staff w 
decisive adviser of Hitler T hief of the Gencral Staff differed 
Armed Forces of the Third Reich onti rely from thesame 

ae : : a ay See 
previ:usly beon ooccupicd by 4 nief of the Goncrnl S“aff 
General Staff was immocintelv sub- 


the Knisor, 


of the Third 


DUTY 


tary tradition. Between him and Hitler there 


his work with 
nncl Department, tho Hquirmont D nart- 
all subordinat: 


service channel for the Ge: 


tho contrary.. That wa istinctly disallowed towards thc 

World Tar Something similar was Covolovin= at the time 

practice was having commlete control o? military matters 

always ad‘ressing himsolf to thc Gon. al Stai hiefs wie were ^is sv cordinate: 
instead of addressing himso to the Chic ommanders themselves. 


the mil itary lea .dership was made by Licutenant Concral von 
y 


^ Special service channel of the Gencral Staff soon therefors to 


And whet about the privilege of announcing these 
A. In the old army, every Chief of the Gon:ral Staff ha 


he was of an opinion difforent than that of his commander, to oxpross that 
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3 w Poema a4 " de 
opinion, although, of course, he had to carry out the order from his 2ommnan: 
ing officer. In the Armed Torcos of the Third Reich on tho other han’ thet 
was discontinued and oxprossly discontinued, at that, somethin- which 


happeno? with the agroomcont of the Chief of the 


Qe Was the OKT shall be say, the central brain of' the 


+ 


The OKY of course in tho fèrm in which it is now being menti- 
only came into being in 1938 as a Warkiag staff for Hitlore Before th bo 
Blomberg was Minister of Sar in the@ecich and in his r^sition as a Mini te 
wes holding a position which was dealins with ell matters effecting the 
Forecs which ho representod to both the State and the Party. In his 
also S dis 6 various 
Armed Forces, and a rearmament capacity far acctors of tho Armed Foro: 
Gradually, no übt, Blomberg ws trying to achieve a nore outstanüi: 
ship for the Armed Forces but in that connection he was soon 
considerable difficultios, particularly with the OKH, for the rons n 
eS ee che OXH, Blomborr yx being too lenient with th Party, 


ilii 


thon attempted himsclf, ALi WO BOY, taqgtical leacershin staff, but 


ES] - 


only in } station. ifterwarts esme kig departure and subsequently tho 
4rmcd Forces Leader shin taff v roatod under Hitler b 

regarded as head of the three General Staffs of thearmed 

nothin: other that tho Tactical Leadership Staff of the Fuchror, 


Did the threo commanders of tho armed forces branchos meot wit 


Staff? Did thoy havo moctings in the OKW in order t» ac! 


Naturally the three branches of tho armed forcos were 
with the OKW that the national clement should be kent un. Furthermore, there 
was a sort of national ardor, oquality, omc most of a11 superiority for 
Germany which they considered their taske, They went about thate On. can 
hardly speak of a unified formation of a will, ås ^n example I shoui^ like t» 


say, for instance, that if thc army hal one basic thought, ono principal 


thought, it was that under no circumstances ¢ould Germany once again fight a 
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war on two fronts. The Nav in my opinion, always had tho ono leadi:.: 
> ~ 5 A 


wD 


thought, never to get into war with Englands But Soering, as tho reir inr 
head of the Air Forces, might have wanted that. Personally, that I ornunot 
But I don't suppose that he was interested in jeopardizing the 


on of the Third Reich and his own position in a renewed WAY e 


OKW is concerned, if it formed a will at all, it did not, in my 
opinion, have tho possibility to seriously bring that will into effect on 


Hitlere 
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Q What was the significance of the Schliefen Union, its aims? 
A The Schliefen Club was generally speaking 2 club of exci 


the general staff. Apart from that, general staff officers anc 
young arnceč forces were in it, too. They not once a year on tho cccc: ion of 
nea}; and tien therews a sowelled necting curing which thero as a t: decet 
produced; and that was really the principal ain. Then, of course, i^ had a 
Council of Jonor, which usually had to occupy itsclf with certain ideas result: 
ron Ludendorf's attitude toward Hindenburgs 
Cidn't so to those r ncetings any ii nd apart fran that we 
conuc under this Council of Honor. Any political cr military 
of this clu» did not exist. You mustn't consider 
intellectual schooling or training was being carriod cut. 
Q What were the connectims between the 129 nil 
OM and the General Staff? 
The bulk of them, according to their positi ion, weren't inte:rolatod 
at all. Only part of them belonged to the OKW, Keitel, Jodl, Jarlimout, Wint. 
only the chief cf the General Staff belonged to the Gencral Staff 
staff of the Army Air force, who changed frequently. I think the 
ive cf these. All the others neither belonged to the 
mat ar 
They are the holders of the highest positions in the hiierarck., 
very country. 
Dic these military leaders not accorcing to their views represent a 
Whole group with a uniform formation 
A Naturally as far as the conception cf t vork was concer 
in a matter of course. Also they 2 veed revard 
ity of Germany's being stbonz because it was surrounded 1 
whom one might, after all, expect one thing 


and above that, however, such a uniformity of thoucht cannot bo talkec 


it cannot be talked of. I want to say that horizontally speaking 


branches of the armed forces were on the same leve cl; and each branch o£ the 


armed forces had different military thoughts and ains which quite often .rorked 
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against cach other. 

These 129 officors imst be subdivided according to the military bierarchy 
into four steps, shall we say, which, accorcing to the importance in color , 
were this way. The highost step was tho Fuchror and his workin; stai, the 
OKI. From that level there was the entire military and political res: snsibil’ 
which, according to military principles, can always lie only in tho ha: os of 
the hivhest leader. 

S the commander, three commanders cf the throe `r 


arnod forces. They were responsible for the militarization of that 


Sphoro of command, they of course had ontire responsibility. 
Sphere cf comand left them in their military sphere s “non they 
to rein extent his advisers. 
Steps 3 and h, which, in the shape of 129, only existed in wer, 


commanders of army groups; anc then below t that, Stop 4, the conmancois of 


eriiles, the comandors of aray groups voro ros; 
of the operations which they were tocarry cut ; and m 
responsibility for thcir armies was in the hands cf ry commander elow 
thon, who wore carrying out the function of tho nan in tho 
hen that third and fourth step was in ne connection, 
false idcas were concornod, to Hitler, the Fuchrer because 
stween there was the step of the supreme commander hich rocoivo^ 
That is, in military life c 
ne who rivos orders ond ono who ca 5 them cut. 
What was the responsibility vhich you have described? Uha 
anyone's attitude towar’s Hitler's clans? 
te views about Hitler's pla mas quite out of the qu 
for the third and fourth groups because they vould oniy learn 
when it appeared in the shape of an order, If in individual 
comuendor was called to a conference with Hitlc er, then here a 
announcement of a decision already arrived at which couldn! 
These supreme commanders of the armed force branches could of c urse then they 


were previously ordered by Hitler, of which I can't judro in^ivioual in: TANCES y 
15h2 
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state their viovs, their opinio hs far as they mirht have a croc’ with 
that is written on yet anothor 
Q Well, then very nearly 211 of those military ders cane from the 
seneral staff Wasn't it for that reason that these military loacors were 
|. certain part of these leaders di 
gencral staff . in the case of the army, the i es of the 9l officors of the 
ariy who aro supposed to belong to | à € opposition, of then 7l had 
been i cneral staff officcrs; 20 on the honored “chrnacht. In the case of the 
air forec, there were, as far as I know, only 9 cut cf 17 ox-uornbers of the 
4icn't have one. Unifornity, let's 
that they had 
the sane Dilitary training, tho sano military garcer, but no " ro 
part and 


of tho gencral staff on cne 


i 
fficors on tho other == thet made a difforonco? 
ies, of course Ut mate a difforonec. They were tho military 
lcacors, the commanders of the general staff 9 and not the OKW, in the main, thc 
a uniform organization is concerned, you can neither call 


oakinc nor naterial y speaking nor practically speaking nor 


Dut then certain SS loaders amongst that group. Wasn't it 
the fourth b 1 of the arnec 
Ly was not a part of tho arnod forces, Quite 
certainly woe portion of the leaders o? the Waffen-SS and in tho war were 
matters of tho unity of the Vaffon-SS i) 1corporatoc in the army because 
naturally considering the opposing will of tho Fuehrer and Hinaler, it was 
revolution. he uniformity of the Waffen-SS Curing the war timc fought very 
lj next to our comrades; but the fourth branch of the armo] forces were 
the contrary. Himmler stopped everything which would have uade for 
of influence exerted on them by the arnec forces. 
were incorporated amongst the group must be 
onsi^crinr Himnler's porsonality because if there ever had been a deadl 


f tho army, it was Himmler, 
1527 
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Why do you say Himmler was a 


Without any doubt whatever Ii 


Pa PSY aan 


JOTT 


iaaa Y 


arny; and particularly the generals of tho 


his hatred and his libel. 
any mte fr 
Himmler who wos using violent libel a a 


leaders are c oncornod, I only know t 


very much 


the nation, As 


o£ the Reich ministers 


work were very much in our 


1 


influcneo of tho 


prerequisitc 


13^ ^e 


questions as > ques D. € ie differences 


thers is 


NMI 
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The second reason against it 1... the claim for total power of the Party, 
which again ond again contributed toi:fluencing the armed forces, and I can 
well say that wo officers wero always fighting a continuous battle against 
the influences of the party gaining powor over our soldiers, by which tho 
soldicriy element which we represonted would have been moved asides Thon 
tho third reason is that our plan under Hitler would havo been out of tho 
questions I: anyone would make ony plan, it was Hitler alone, and below him 
no one was allowed to make plans, Quite apart fron that, in tho political 
the third ioic- one sector never knew what tho other 
S, what tho tasks woro thoy had, There again, uniformity is quite 
of the questions Thero was, therefore, a lack of all thonecossary 
prcr oquis 
was tho capacity you have in tho Goncral Staff of the Arny? 
A In the Gonorol Staff, t -8 to Say, the central department 


fro: 1929 to 1982 onployod as ~. st general staff officor 


x l DOCA 


vhon I worked in tho first dopa- monte Thon in 1935 I 
of the oporation of thc army, QI 34 ocano0 headeuartormastor Number le 
icy, deputy of tho chicf of tho Genoral staff of tho army. 
Chief Quartormaster Ihmbor l, did the operational staff come 
your command? 
A Yos, the operational dopartmont camo under ny orderse So did tho 
occupational department and various othor OnCSe 
Q 


So that you as tho chief of the operational department would have 


had to doal with tho o employment cf troops in the cvont of war? 


about the sim and tho degree 

of 
of our roarmanent, first of all, in tho years boforo 
of powcr, was tho most nr imitive security against an unprovoked 


tho part of ovon one of our noighbors,. After all, 


neighboys 


had cortain designs on Gorman torritorios, wo had to suspect such 


& Possibility ot all timose Tlo woro perfectly aware of the fact that ot best 


We could stand up to such an attack for a fow weeks and put up rosistonco, 


but that wo did want to achiovo, In odor to prevent tha: 


io: 


t, for instanco, in 
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tho ovont of on attack by Poland, tho occupation of Uppor Silesian would 
croato a Fait Aoconplité We wontod to malo sure wo could zo 
tho Longue of Nations wuld intorforo, Pr 
upon tho Loaguo of Nations, and wo could only do that if wo oursolvos vould 
undor no circumstances whatsoever bo ca illod tho sttackorss Wo know ab all 
timrs, thoroforo, that wo had to avoid everything which might be considered 
a Violation of tho Troaty of Vorsoill C atic rthat roason 
wo in the first dopartmont had formed a spocial 
ight == whenever the OKH wore issuing ordors, they had 
such vi ulous were contained therein or - place. 
Did you have plans for a mobiliza at tho time when you wore 
Chicf quartermastor No, 1? 
A Yes. Tho first mobilization plan wo had on thc t of April, 1930, 
ocaüno valid, It was tho transformation of tho ar iy of 100,000 men 
State of war, That was tho plan for tha hat mobilization was then 
dealt with annual ly after 1930, 


Q 


A Until thon thoro was 
Q  Woro there plans for a march? 
Plans for forming up did not cxist aftor the 
and until 1935, 2 $5 tho first plon for forming up was beint doalt with, 


the so-called "roq" forming up, which was tho forming up along the Rhino, 

That is wostorn frontior, and tho defense or forming p of tho Czochoslovakian 
and Polish bordors. And then thoro was a second f. ming up plan, ecllod "groon" 
which was being worked on in 1937 that 


mv 


UN PRPO A mar 1 Tt. z ý uz to T TNT > er te ` A 1. 
fits PRESYDENT: Witness, by "£c ruing up" do you noon doploynont? 


do you call a forming up plon? You mean deploynont 


"forming up plan" f undorstond a plan according to whic: 
troops, in tho event of tho threat of a Wary wore being got roady along 
frontiorg Ss a plan, therofore, for tho ovont of a political concontr: 
throatened » whether it would be to war == whether this accumulation nicht bo 
tho basis from th ich a wor night bo started, that isn't actually contained in 


tho forming up plane Tho forming up plan moroly states where tho tro. ps are to 


bo *Sscumulated, where and for What, and in tho ovont of war what would bo tho 
151,30 
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first tasks for exmy groupse 


IET 


BY Di, LATERNSER: 
Q Were those all the forming up plans, thosc you have just described 


A Those were tho two forming vp plans which I as chief quartermaster 


had oxperiencegde The formi: ng up plo white, which was Poland, was not 
ing my timo, It must have beon wo rked on in 1939, 
I 


did you leave tho OKT as chief quartermaster No, 1? 


-~ 


as on the 4th of Fobrucry, 1938, tho same time when Colomél 

Geacral von Fritsch wos removed. 

Q And at that time tho formir * Apr | against Poland was not yet in 
oxi stonco? 

A Noe Only ne uj m oxistod, which was a 
securing of tho Polish borders in tho ovont of Ware 

Q What was the position of tho ONI H, the attitude of tho OKH, with 
reforonco to the reestablishment of Germany's position in 1925? At that 
time you were in tho OKH? 


Noe I was chief of the Intornal Kf, but I know fron ny knowledge 


n 


gonore at i J. ration pi (d all of us completely 
he time so na nd my commanding general in Bor] in, only heard 
at nc IUe Vl + & 3 
of it ovor tho radio, Tho general staff, had it been osked, would 


Considered 21 divisions as the sizo which wc considorod s uitable 


id advisable for that time, 56 divisions was duo to a 


Spontonoous decision made b 


tho occupation demanded by tho military, md was 


it planned to bo in preparation for 


WG 


ve didn't demand tho milita occupation, First of all, 


didn?t consider -- wo didntt plan it for preparation for a ware To the 


contrary, ct the time the occupation was carried out it was tho c hief of the 


department and I myself who had to draft the orders for that organization, 


Since we were completely surprised } by tho decision 


s,I had only ono afternoon 


to do it, becauso the following morning tho conorals in question wore a lroady 


arriving to receive their orders. I imow that at that time the Roichninistor 


of T and Colonel Genornl von Fritsch were Stating their objections, because 


they warned Hitler agcinst the one-sided solution of such a question. That 
15151 
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warning is tho first sourco, in my opinion, for the distrust which tho 
"uehror increasingly had for the various gonoralse On ore occasion, a 
conference botwoon us two,he him:)? admitted to me once that that was so, 
And particularly Blomborg at that tino whon France was mobilizing thirtoen 
divisions, drcady had suggested that tho threo battalions which wo had 
pushed across the Rhino to tho western bank should be withdraw againg 
Tho intentions we had for the fort: ficotim of the Rhineland afterwards were 
purely defonsive. The western tall was planned, just as was tho Maginot 
lino, as a wall, if possiblo, insurmountable :n the evont of attack. 

Q To what extent were military locdors participating in the case of 


Austria? Surely you aro wellinformed about thate 


A Ono fine morning, and quito surprisingly, I was called boforo tho 


Fuchrer together with General Bock,tho chiof of the goncral staff, It was 


about e leven o'clock in the mornin: Hitler 


Doe announced that ho had decided 


that the Austrian question was to bo solved on tho basis of theplebiscito, 


tho result of which -- tho intentions for a plebiscite had boon announced 


on the part of Schuschnigg the day before. He demanded nrbitration and our 


Suggostions regarcing our march into Austria, should this bo necossory e. 


m as, 2 
The chief of tho Genera] stoff thoreupon sugcested that the course which we 


need for the march would be complete mobilization on Bavaria s andthe 


Panzer divisionwould have to be mobilized fir St, but that such n 


mobilizatio, in fact " TaS 


such a measure altogether was in no way propared, 


Since tho political leaders had never given oven as much as a hint that such 


instructiconsnipht bo recoived, it would bo necessary, thoroforo, to 


improviso Cvorythinge 
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First of all, the Fuehrer did not wont to suffer this mobilization, 
but then he realized that if he wanted to march in at all, troops would have 
to be mobilized, and he eranted tho point, and he said that the following 
Saturday -—— the day before the planned plebiscito =- he would have to march in 
if he wanted to march in at all and that the order for the mobilization cf thosc 

to be givens till on that same day if the mobilization of the forces 
on the border was to be completed in sood order, 

The conference started at about ll o'clock in the morning and want 
on until about one o'elock, and in tho afternc on at six o'clock tho orders had 

£o out. They came out twenty iinutos late ; and I had to draft 
tho orders for the forming-up mysclf 9 So that I had four or five hours 
altogether to do it in. Before that, such a thing had not been thought of 


The so-called Case Otto has nothing at all to do with this entire 


Q So that you, as the nan responsible for the drawing up of the crders 
to the troops in that case, had just a few hours from the moment when you knew 
nothing until the moment you had to issue the order? 

at is right -- about four or five hours. 

Q Did ycu as tho responsible Quartermaster I, responsible for planning 
of war, know anythinz at all about tho conference which Hitler held on 7 
November 1935? 

A No, I knew nothing about it. 

Dr. Latornscr, tho Tribunal would like to know what 
you are saying the Plan Otto was for. What was the plan mado for? 

A We in the army did not have a completed plan called Otto, I only 
know that that was a code word for some measures of the OKW for the event of 

n attempt on the part of the Hapsburrs in Austria in connection with 
Italy. That pos Sibility was olways pending, and I want to supplement my 
statenent by saying that at the time when Hitler gave us the orders for Austria 
it had been his chief worry, not so much that there might be interference on the 
part of the Western Powers, but only the worry as to how Italy vould behave, 


T 


because Italy was always under the sane roof with Austria and tho Hapsburrs, it 
appearec. 


15433 
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, are you telling the Tribunal that you do not 
know whether the Plan Otto was a plan for the Gernan army or part of it to 
march into Austria? 

A No, the Plan Otto only returned to my knowledge and became clear to 
me when I read the interrogation record of Jodl. The question of a plan of 
march into Austria, such a plan did not exist in the OKH because I had to 
prepare these orders within a few hours after the ccnference with Hitler. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes s but if the Plan Otto was nota plan for tho 
arch into Austria, what was it for? 

A That I can not say because I only know that it was sone sort 
on the part of the OKW connected with the question of the restoration of the 
Hapsbures in Austria i, but we ourselves did not introduce any measure 
as I can remember that were connected with it, I do not even Imo 
myself was familiar and occupied myself with the code name at the time a 
It may be so, but I do not know NOWe 

THE PRESIDENT: Go on. 

LATERNSER : 

Fieldmarshal, yo in the conference on 10 August, 1938. 

ontents ? 

A That conference was somethi nc quite unusual. The Fuehrer had 
ordered to appear before him the chiefs f those armies which, in tho event of 


à march into Czechoslovakia, w ould to march up alone the border, but he 
dic not order the Supreme Commanders to Wpeal S woulc have been natural == 
only, shall we Say, the younger generation of lof: Possibly he knew fron 
the memorandum of Colonel General Beck and its submission by Colonel General 
Brauchitsch that the commanding generals were turnin; dwn any type oi policy 
whith might Lead to a war and that was why ho ordered us to come along, in order 
to ccnvince us of the necessity and the 

was the only and e of such a mee C in which there were 
questions and discussion aftorwards, c had been mistaken insofar as the 
chiefs of the General Staff, too, were raisin: objections regarding the 
possibility of interference on the part of the Western Powers and cf a war that 


might arise from it. / wasone of tho nost unpleasant and serious clashes 
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between the Fuchrer and General von Beckclstein with reference to that 
question. After that, whenever such mec tings tcok place, there was not a 
Single occasion when questicns or discussions wore permitted by hin, 


Q 


v 


Were tho casos of Austria and the Sudetcnland to be considered 
rehearsals, nilitarily s Speaking, for a war? 

A No, that th ey certainly were nc ‘by because cur troops were not fully 
mobilized, and the mobilization of these Corps on the cecasion of the march 
into Austria was demonstrating to us that nothin: had ag vanced sufficiently 
to carry out a reasonable mobilizatio Ny anc if a war had o ceurred, neither our 
western border nor our Polish border could have been effectively dofended by 
US, and, no doubt, if Czochoslovaki « defended itself, vo vould have rot 

in the fortifications, So that in practice wo did not have tho means to 
throuch. <A military rehearsal is certainly out of tho question, It 
was a question of trying tho political nerves, yos, 

Q When you were info med of tho military preparations against Poland, 
dic. you have tho impression that an aggressive was was Deing planned? 

A I was Posed for the position of the General Staff < of Arny Group 
South when the plans for the Polish caupaign wore crawn uD. When I received 

for the f ormins=-up, that was definitely a formins up for an attack, 
but there were various important points which indicated that there was not an 
intention 

Ihe first one was that in the Spring of 1939 and by order of the Fuchrer, 
there suddenly started the strongest fortifications of the eastorn border, 


1 


Not only thousa: ds of workers, but entire Civisions wero employed to build these 
fortifications, and the entire : Irom the Czech fortifications 

over there and used Up. Part of the most fertile land in Silesia was taken 
up by those fortifications s and that, of COUrsC, Would indicate anythinz but 
an agcressive intention, 


The secon? point which was against it was the fa ict that training continued 


an entirely peacetime basis, I myself, vhile I was Civisiongl cor lander 


at the tine 3 Temained on the parade square with iy division in the ©xercise 


Ground on the Luder =- far away, therefore, from that part of tho country where 


uy division would have to be Crawn up, 
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After that, wo knew of the specch in the House of Conuons by Chamberlain 
in which he assured tho Poles of assistance, and since Hitler, on every 
occasion during the tine I was in the OKH, always and repeatecly statec that 
ho would never allow a war on two fronts to happen, one could not possibly 
consicer that, in view of that promise, he would indulge in a policy of risk. 

On tho other hand, however, wo had the nost reliable information to the 


effect «information which was confirmed by practice afterwards <= that the 


Poles in the Province of Posen were proposing to draw up their troops for an 


advance towarc Galicia. We failed to understand the entire Situation, but 
in fact that wag tho way tho Poles drew up thoir troops at a later stare. 

The probability of a war night be Listed therefore, and nost probably, duo to 
the possibility that the Poles could look to Britain for assistance and if the 
political negotiations should reach a crisis, tho Poles might on thcir part do 
something careless and attack thonsclves, and then, of course, a war would have 
happened quite certainly. 

Considering all these clues y all these symptoms, one could harcly assume 
that Hitler would initiate an agcressivo war against Foland. The conference 
at Obersalzburg, for instance, on 22 Aurust did not give ne the impression, 
either, that unconditionally a war would start == an impression that my suprene 
commander, Field Larshal von Runstedt, and I hac until 31 August or 1 Septerber 
of that year, since an order to march in given on tho 25th had been withdrawn 

TE PRESIDENT: We will adjourn now. 


(The Tribunal adjourned until 1000 hours, 10 Aurust 19h46.) 





